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In the aftermath of World War 11, Prussia--a centuries-old state pivotal to
Europe's devel opment--ceased to exist. In their eagerness to erase all traces of the
Third Reich from the earth, the Allies believed that Prussia, the very embodiment
of German militarism, had to be abolished.

But as Christopher Clark revealsin this pioneering history, Prussias legacy isfar
more complex. Though now afading memory in Europe's heartland, the true
story of Prussia offers aremarkable glimpse into the dynamic rise of modern
Europe.

What we find is a kingdom that existed nearly half amillennium ago asa
patchwork of territorial fragments, with neither significant resources nor a
coherent culture. With its capital in Berlin, Prussia grew from being a small,
poor, disregarded medieval state into one of the most vigorous and powerful
nations in Europe. Iron Kingdom traces Prussia's involvement in the continent's
foundational religious and political conflagrations: from the devastations of the
Thirty Y ears War through centuries of political machinations to the dissolution of
the Holy Roman Empire, from the enlightenment of Frederick the Great to the
destructive conguests of Napoleon, and from the "iron and blood" policies of
Bismarck to the creation of the German Empirein 1871, and all that implied for
the tumultuous twentieth century.

By 1947, Prussia was deemed an intolerable threat to the safety of Europe; what
is often forgotten, Clark argues, isthat it had also been an exemplar of the
European humanistic tradition, boasting a formidable government administration,
an incorruptible civil service, and religious tolerance. Clark demonstrates how a
state deemed the bane of twentieth-century Europe has played an incalculable
role in Western civilization's fortunes. Iron Kingdom is a definitive, gripping
account of Prussias fascinating, influential, and critical role in modern times.
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In the aftermath of World War 11, Prussia--a centuries-old state pivotal to Europe's devel opment--ceased to
exist. In their eagernessto erase all traces of the Third Reich from the earth, the Allies believed that Prussia,
the very embodiment of German militarism, had to be abolished.

But as Christopher Clark revealsin this pioneering history, Prussia's legacy is far more complex. Though
now afading memory in Europe's heartland, the true story of Prussia offers a remarkable glimpse into the
dynamic rise of modern Europe.

What we find is a kingdom that existed nearly half a millennium ago as a patchwork of territorial fragments,
with neither significant resources nor a coherent culture. With its capital in Berlin, Prussia grew from being a
small, poor, disregarded medieval state into one of the most vigorous and powerful nationsin Europe. Iron
Kingdom traces Prussia's involvement in the continent's foundational religious and political conflagrations:
from the devastations of the Thirty Y ears War through centuries of political machinations to the dissolution
of the Holy Roman Empire, from the enlightenment of Frederick the Great to the destructive conquests of
Napoleon, and from the "iron and blood" policies of Bismarck to the creation of the German Empirein 1871,
and all that implied for the tumultuous twentieth century.

By 1947, Prussia was deemed an intolerable threat to the safety of Europe; what is often forgotten, Clark
argues, isthat it had also been an exemplar of the European humanistic tradition, boasting a formidable
government administration, an incorruptible civil service, and religious tolerance. Clark demonstrates how a
state deemed the bane of twentieth-century Europe has played an incalculable role in Western civilization's
fortunes. Iron Kingdom is a definitive, gripping account of Prussia's fascinating, influential, and critical role
in modern times.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alonzo Stark:

This Iron Kingdom: The Rise and Downfall of Prussia, 1600-1947 book is not really ordinary book, you
have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read alot of information
you will get. Thiskind of Iron Kingdom: The Rise and Downfall of Prussia, 1600-1947 without we redlize
teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Iron
Kingdom: The Rise and Downfall of Prussia, 1600-1947 can bring if you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This Iron Kingdom: The Rise and Downfall of Prussia, 1600-1947 having fine arrangement in word along
with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Jane Hanscom:

A lot of people aways spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games al day long. If you would like try to find a new activity thisislook different you
can read a new book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a guide. The book Iron Kingdom: The Rise and Downfall of Prussia, 1600-1947 it is rather good
to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQore
simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high
quality.

Linda Cooper:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer can be Iron Kingdom: The Rise and Downfall of Prussia, 1600-1947 why because the
excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.



Deanna Thompson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
haveit in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Iron Kingdom: The Rise and
Downfall of Prussia, 1600-1947 can give you alot of pals because by you considering this one book you
have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
need to have Iron Kingdom: The Rise and Downfall of Prussia, 1600-1947.
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