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This book explores the ways in which a range of recent American novelists have
handled the genre of the 'coming-of-age' novel, or the Bildungsroman. Novels of
this genre characteristically dramatise the vicissitudes of growing up and the
trials and tribulations of young adulthood, often presented through depictions of
immediate family relationships and other social structures. This book considers a
variety of different American cultures (in terms of race, class and gender) and a
range of contemporary coming-of-age novels, so that aesthetic judgements about
the fiction might be made in the context of the social history that fiction
represents. A series of questions are asked:* Does the coming-of-age moment in
these novels coincide with an interpretation of the 'fall' of America?* What kind
of national commentary does it therefore facilitate?* Is the Bildungsroman a
quintessentially American genre?* What can it usefully tell us about
contemporary American culture? Although the focus is on the conte
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This book explores the ways in which a range of recent American novelists have handled the genre of the
'coming-of-age' novel, or the Bildungsroman. Novels of this genre characteristically dramatise the
vicissitudes of growing up and the trials and tribulations of young adulthood, often presented through
depictions of immediate family relationships and other social structures. This book considers a variety of
different American cultures (in terms of race, class and gender) and a range of contemporary coming-of-age
novels, so that aesthetic judgements about the fiction might be made in the context of the social history that
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Editorial Review

Review

[A] concise, engaging... readable, excellent addition to the literature... Highly Recommended.

(CHOICE)

Review

This promises to be an original and comprehensive work in American literary and cultural studies.

(Bert Bender, Arizona State University)

About the Author

Kenneth Millard is Senior Lecturer in English at the University of Edinburgh

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Hayes:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just
their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Coming of Age in Contemporary American
Fiction to read.

Jerald Higgins:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Coming of Age in Contemporary
American Fiction book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Ed Abraham:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like



comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Coming of Age in Contemporary
American Fiction that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you could pick Coming of Age in Contemporary American Fiction become your personal
starter.

Brandi Johnson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the Coming of Age in Contemporary American Fiction when you desired
it?
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