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Stephen Lewis, a successful writer of children's books, is confronted with the
unthinkable: his only child, three-year-old Kate, is snatched from him in a
supermarket. In one horrifying moment that replays itself over the years that
follow, Stephen realizes his daughter is gone.With extraordinary tenderness and
insight, Booker Prize–winning author Ian McEwan takes us into the dark territory
of a marriage devastated by the loss of a child. Kate's absence sets Stephen and
his wife, Julie, on diverging paths as they each struggle with a grief that only
seems to intensify with the passage of time. Eloquent and passionate, the novel
concludes in a triumphant scene of love and hope that gives full rein to the
author's remarkable gifts. The winner of the Whitbread Prize, The Child in Time
is an astonishing novel by one of the finest writers of his generation.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The Child in Time opens with a harrowing event. Stephen Lewis, a successful author of children's books,
takes his 3-year-old daughter on a routine Saturday morning trip to the supermarket. While waiting in line,
his attention is distracted and his daughter is kidnapped. Just like that. From there, Lewis spirals into
bereavement that has effects on his relationship with his wife, his psyche and time itself: "It was a wonder
there could be so much movement, so much purpose, all the time. He himself had none." This beautifully
haunting book won a 1987 Whitbread Prize.

From Publishers Weekly
A sense of loss pervades this fine, provocative new novel by the author of The Comfort of Strangers. The
protagonist, Stephen Lewis, a successful author of children's books, is introduced to us in a scene more
frightening than any from a horror novel: while he is shopping with Kate, his three-year-old daughter, the
child is kidnapped. Stephen's mounting terror as he combs the store for Katetrying in vain to recall the face
of the dark-clad stranger he glimpsed behind themis palpable. As the story moves forward, it focuses not
only on Stephen's search for his daughter, but also on his attempts to come to terms with his loss and the
likely collapse of his marriage to Julie, a musician. Woven through the narrative is a subplot that deals with
childhood and loss of a different sort. It is the innocence of youth that Stephen's friend and former editor,
Charles Darke, longs for and ultimately recaptures at a terrible price. This is a beautifully rendered, very
disturbing novel. First serial to Esquire.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
There are actually several childen in McEwan's new novel: Stephen Lewis's kidnapped daughter; the
barefoot boy his friend Charles tries (with fatal results) to become; the hypothetical child under study by the
Official Commission on Child Care, on one of whose subcommittees Stephen sits. And there are several
fictional modes at work, ranging from a realistic account of wrenching personal loss to a satire on
bureaucracy. Unfortunately these varying aspects undercut rather than reinforce one another, and the result is
a muddle. English writer McEwan made his name with the scarifying stories in First Love, Last Rites ( LJ
6/15/75). Despite a happy ending, it's hard to avoid the conclusion that here he's working in an uncongenial
genre. Grove Koger, Boise P.L., Id.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ramona Johnson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The Child in Time?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?



Harold Sparkman:

Here thing why this kind of The Child in Time are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or
not. The Child in Time giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no publication that similar with The Child in Time. It gives you thrill examining journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Child in Time in e-
book can be your alternative.

Michelle Oquinn:

The feeling that you get from The Child in Time could be the more deep you searching the information that
hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but The Child in Time giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point
in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having that The Child in Time instantly.

Shawn Clay:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is definitely The Child in Time.
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