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An up-to-date, comprehensive, and accessible overview of behavioral
neuroscience
  Physiology of Behavior   provides a scholarly yet accessible portrait of the
dynamic interaction between biology and behavior. Lead author Neil Carlson and
new co-author Melissa Birkett drew upon their experience teaching and working
with students to create the new edition of this comprehensive and accessible
guide for students of behavioral neuroscience. In addition to updated research,
the Twelfth Edition offers an updated art and visual program and a more robust
learning architecture that highlights key concepts, guiding students through the
text.

Physiology of Behavior, Twelfth Edition is also available via REVEL™, an
immersive learning experience designed for the way today's students read, think,
and learn.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Neil R. Carlson pursued his undergraduate studies at the University of Illinois. He had planned to study
nuclear physics, but when he discovered in an introductory psychology course that psychology was really a
science, he decided that was what he wanted to do. Before changing his major, Carlson talked with several
professors and visited their laboratories, and when he saw what physiological psychologists do, he knew that
he had found his niche. He stayed on at Illinois and received his Ph.D. Then, after a two-year postdoctoral
fellowship at the University of Iowa, Carlson came to the University of Massachusetts, where he’s been ever
since.

When he arrived at UMass, Carlson established a laboratory where he investigated the role of the limbic
system in species-typical and learned behaviors, continuing work he had done at the University of Illinois.
He received several Biomedical Research Support Grants and a research grant from NICHD. As he became
more involved in textbook writing, Carlson began to focus his attention more and more on this activity and
on his teaching.

Carlson took the opportunity afforded by his first sabbatical leave to write the first edition of Physiology of
Behavior. He very much enjoyed the experience, and this endeavor taught him much more about behavioral
neuroscience. He was gratified with the positive response of his students and of the colleagues who adopted
the book. The pleasure provided by this response and by the enjoyment of keeping up with the literature and
writing about it has kept him going for 12 editions. (He has no plans to stop writing.)

Carlson retired from UMass in the fall of 2004 but continues to keep up with developments in the field of
behavioral neuroscience and to revise his book. The Psychology Department has kindly let him keep an
office at the university, which makes it easier for him to continue interacting with his former colleagues.

Carlson’s interests outside of writing include spending time with his family, traveling, fly fishing, skiing, and
flying his small airplane.

As an undergraduate psychology major at Cornell University, Melissa A. Birkett discovered courses in
biopsychology, behavior, endocrinology, and evolutionary psychology. There, she was introduced to
interdisciplinary research incorporating multiple perspectives in the challenging task of understanding
behavior. She became interested in learning about behavior and its underlying mechanisms. She worked as
an undergraduate research assistant in several laboratories on projects ranging from insect behavior to sleep
in undergraduates. Those formative experiences and interactions with several influential research mentors
convinced her to pursue a career in research.

Melissa completed her PhD in the Neuroscience and Behavior program at the University of Massachusetts
Amherst (where Neil Carlson was a faculty member at the time). While there, she received training in visual
neuroscience and psychopharmacology. Her interest in neuroscience and behavior grew to encompass the
importance of effective teaching and pedagogy and she concurrently earned a master’s degree in science
education.

In 2007, she accepted a faculty position at Northern Arizona University in the Department of Psychological



Sciences. Melissa currently conducts research related to the stress response and teaches undergraduate and
graduate courses in neuroscience, psychopharmacology, and the teaching of psychology. Each semester, she
supervises student researchers and seeks to provide them with the kinds of opportunities she found valuable
as a student. Her work has been recognized with awards for both outstanding teaching and teaching
innovation, and she has contributed to several publications on best practices in teaching neuroscience.

Melissa is excited for the opportunity to contribute to the twelfth edition of Physiology of Behavior and
hopes that this text continues to engage new students, introducing them to this fascinating interdisciplinary
field.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sherry Ellis:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Physiology of Behavior (12th Edition) as your daily resource information.

Curtis Graham:

The publication untitled Physiology of Behavior (12th Edition) is the book that recommended to you to see.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that author
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Physiology of Behavior (12th Edition) from the publisher to make
you more enjoy free time.

Don Morris:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that
need more time to be study. Physiology of Behavior (12th Edition) can be your answer as it can be read by
an individual who have those short time problems.

Tammy Carver:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Physiology of Behavior (12th Edition) is
simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space
to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save



the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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