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'What exactly is knowledge?'

The Theaetetus is a seminal text in the philosophy of knowledge, and is
acknowledged as one of Plato's finest works. Cast as a conversation between
Socrates and a clever but modest student, Theaetetus, it explores one of the key
issues in philosophy: what is knowledge? Though no definite answer is reached,
the discussion is penetrating and wide-ranging, covering the claims of perception
to be knowledge, the theory that all is in motion, and the perennially tempting
idea that knowledge and truth are relative to different individuals or states. The
inquirers go on to explore the connection between knowledge and true
judgement, and the famous threefold definition of knowledge as justified true
belief. Packed with subtle arguments, the dialogue is also a work of literary
genius, with an unforgettable portrait of Socrates as a midwife of wisdom.

This new edition uses the acclaimed translation by John McDowell. It includes a
valuable introduction that locates the work in Plato's oeuvre, and explains some
of the competing interpretations of its overall meaning. The notes elucidate
Plato's arguments and draw connections within the work and with other
philosophical discussions.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made
available the broadest spectrum of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the
most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert
introductions by leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-
date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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Editorial Review

Review
strongly recommended for undergraduates and anyone with a serious interest in Plato. Colin Leach, Classics
for All

About the Author

John McDowell taught at University College, Oxford before moving to Pittsburgh in 1986. He was the John
Locke Lecturer at the University of Oxford in 1991. His publications include Mind and World (1994), Mind,
Value, and Reality (1998), and Meaning, Knowledge, and Reality (1998), all Harvard University Press. His
edition of Plato's heaetetus was published in the Clarendon Plato series in 1973.

Lesley Brown was Centenary Fellow and Tutor in Philosophy at Somerville College, and a University
Lecturer in the Faculty of Philosophy, University of Oxford; she is now an emeritus fellow. She has
published widely on Plato's dialogues, notably the Theaetetus and Sophist, as well as on Aristotle. She wrote
the Introduction and Notes for the new edition of Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics in OWC (2009).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Cadena:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Theaetetus (Oxford Worlds Classics). All
type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Nicholas Sheen:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Theaetetus (Oxford Worlds
Classics) book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Betty Dansby:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work this is



difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer may be Theaetetus (Oxford Worlds Classics) why because the fantastic cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as
the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Allison Larson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Theaetetus (Oxford Worlds Classics) provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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