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Mood marks: The painterly gestures of personal feelings
 
Hailed as the first American-born art movement to have a worldwide
influence, Abstract Expressionism denotes the non-representational use of paint
as a means of personal expression. It emerged in America in the 1940s, with lead
protagonists including Jackson Pollock, Philip Guston, Robert Motherwell,
Mark Rothko, and Willem de Kooning. 

Abstract Expressionism spawned many different stylistic tendencies but two
particularly prominent sub-categories: action painting, exemplified by de
Kooning and Pollock, and color field painting, made most famous by Rothko.
Throughout, Abstract Expressionists strove to convey emotions and ideas
through the making of marks, through forms, textures, shades, and the
particular quality of brushstrokes. The movement favored large-scale canvases,
and embraced the role of accident or chance.

With featured works from 20 key Abstract Expressionist artists, this book
introduces the movement which shifted the center of art gravity from Paris to
New York and remains for many the golden moment of American art.
 
About the Series:
Each book in TASCHEN's Basic Genre series features:

a detailed illustrated introduction plus a timeline of the most important●

political, cultural and social events that took place during that period
a selection of the most important works of the epoch, each of which is●

presented on a 2-page spread with a full-page image and with an interpretation
of the respective work, plus a portrait and brief biography of the artist
approximately 100 colour illustrations with explanatory captions●
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Hailed as the first American-born art movement to have a worldwide influence, Abstract
Expressionism denotes the non-representational use of paint as a means of personal expression. It emerged
in America in the 1940s, with lead protagonists including Jackson Pollock, Philip Guston, Robert
Motherwell, Mark Rothko, and Willem de Kooning. 

Abstract Expressionism spawned many different stylistic tendencies but two particularly prominent sub-
categories: action painting, exemplified by de Kooning and Pollock, and color field painting, made most
famous by Rothko. Throughout, Abstract Expressionists strove to convey emotions and ideas through the
making of marks, through forms, textures, shades, and the particular quality of brushstrokes. The movement
favored large-scale canvases, and embraced the role of accident or chance.

With featured works from 20 key Abstract Expressionist artists, this book introduces the movement
which shifted the center of art gravity from Paris to New York and remains for many the golden moment
of American art.
 
About the Series:
Each book in TASCHEN's Basic Genre series features:

a detailed illustrated introduction plus a timeline of the most important political, cultural and social events●

that took place during that period
a selection of the most important works of the epoch, each of which is presented on a 2-page spread with a●

full-page image and with an interpretation of the respective work, plus a portrait and brief biography of the
artist
approximately 100 colour illustrations with explanatory captions●
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Barbara Hess (b. 1964) is an art historian, critic and translator, resident in Cologne. Her numerous articles on
contemporary art have featured in Camera Austria, Flash Art, Kunst-Bulletin and Texte zur Kunst. She co-
curated the touring exhibition Ready to Shoot: Fernsehgalerie Gerry Schum/videogalerie schum at the
Kunsthalle Düsseldorf and the Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris. Her TASCHEN titles include a
monograph on Willem de Kooning.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nydia Kelly:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Abstract
Expressionism. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet options
or other social media.

Mary Moore:

The actual book Abstract Expressionism will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Abstract Expressionism is much recommended to you to learn. You can also
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jewell Brundage:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Abstract
Expressionism.



Randy Jones:

The actual book Abstract Expressionism has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just
before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this
book.
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