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The English Language surveys the development of the English language from its
Indo-European past to the present day. It covers the entire history of the English
language beginning with its prehistoric origins in Proto-Indo-European and
includes thorough coverage of its four major periods: Old English, Middle
English, Early Modern English, and Modern English. The second edition features
a convenient quick reference guide for reference and review as well as a
comprehensive timeline of the major events in the development of English. In
addition to fully updated print and web references directing students to the latest
research, the new edition also offers enhanced discussion of a number of topics:
the effects of media (radio, television, computers) on the language; the socio-
cultural causes of change; the expansion of the vocabulary of Modern English
during the Renaissance; and the sources and dialects of Canadian English,
including consideration of the effects of immigration on the language (illustrated
with maps).
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book perfectly serves the audience it aims for. Indeed, it is written in such a way that students with no
prior knowledge of the subject or terminology can approach the text even through individual study. The
introduction to the basic concepts on language change and relative terminology are useful in gradually
leading the student to a deeper understanding of English. In addition, historical and social background
provided in each chapter integrates and contextualises the overview of linguistic features...the contents are
presented clearly and simply and the textbook itself is an example of how to introduce students to the study
and research of the history and varieties of the English language."--Linguist List
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About the Author

Laurel J. Brinton, professor, University of British Columbia, specializes in English language studies and in
the interface between language and literature. In addition to co-authoring The English Language: A
Linguistic History, she is currently co-editing the two-volume Handbook of Historical English Linguistics
(Mouton) and serves as an associate editor of the revision of the Dictionary of Canadianisms on Historical
Principles.

Leslie K. Arnovick, professor, University of British Columbia, published her first book, The Development
of Future Constructions in English, in 1991. In addition to co-authoring The English Language: A Linguistic
History, she has also written several monographs profiling medieval English.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willard Sarvis:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you



don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need that The English Language: A Linguistic History to
read.

David Kane:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the
The English Language: A Linguistic History is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Cassandra Giron:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be go through. The English Language: A Linguistic History can be your answer since it
can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Francis Lopez:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The English Language: A Linguistic History provide you with a new experience in examining a
book.
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