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Jan van Eyck's Ghent Altarpiece is on any art historian's list of the ten most
important paintings ever made. It is also the most frequently stolen artwork of all
time. Since its completion in 1432, this twelve-panel oil painting has been looted
in three different wars, burned, dismembered, forged, smuggled, censored,
hidden, attacked by iconoclasts, hunted by the Nazis and Napoleon, used as a
diplomatic tool, ransomed, rescued by Austrian double-agents, and stolen a total
of thirteen times. In this fast-paced, real-life thriller, art historian Noah Charney
unravels the fascinating stories of each of these thefts. Charney also explores
psychological dramas that lurk within the history of art crime—and the
ideological, religious, political, and social motivations that have led many men to
covet this one masterpiece above all others.
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Jan van Eyck's Ghent Altarpiece is on any art historian's list of the ten most important paintings ever made. It
is also the most frequently stolen artwork of all time. Since its completion in 1432, this twelve-panel oil
painting has been looted in three different wars, burned, dismembered, forged, smuggled, censored, hidden,
attacked by iconoclasts, hunted by the Nazis and Napoleon, used as a diplomatic tool, ransomed, rescued by
Austrian double-agents, and stolen a total of thirteen times. In this fast-paced, real-life thriller, art historian
Noah Charney unravels the fascinating stories of each of these thefts. Charney also explores psychological
dramas that lurk within the history of art crime—and the ideological, religious, political, and social
motivations that have led many men to covet this one masterpiece above all others.
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Editorial Review

Review

Kirkus, July 15, 2010

“Charney unsnarls the tangled history of Jan van Eyck's 15th-century The Ghent Altarpiece (aka The Mystic
Lamb), 'the most desired and victimized object of all time.' With a novelist's sense of structure and tension,
the author adds an easy familiarity with the techniques of oil painting and with the intertwining vines of art
and political and religious history…. A brisk tale of true-life heroism, villainy, artistry and passion.”

 

Christian Science Monitor, August 30, 2010

"[A]ction-packed…. In scrupulous detail, Charney divulges the secrets of the revered painting's past, and in
doing so, gives readers a history lesson on art crime, a still-prospering black market.”
 
Cleveland Plain Dealer, October 14, 2010

“Well-written and thorough, this book reminds us of the influence and fragility of art, our veniality and
heroism, and the delights found in both the beautiful and the strange.”
 
Maclean's, October 14, 2010

“In Charney's hand, the story of the various heists often reads like a political thriller.”
 
Catholic Herald, December 13, 2010

About the Author

Noah Charney is the author of the international bestselling novel The Art Thief and is the founding director
of The Association for Research into Crimes against Art, an international nonprofit think tank. Currently
professor of art history at the American University of Rome, he lives in Italy with his wife.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Trevino:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Stealing the Mystic Lamb: The True Story of the



World's Most Coveted Masterpiece. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important a new book Stealing the Mystic Lamb: The True Story of the World's
Most Coveted Masterpiece. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that.
In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use
it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Bruce Delvalle:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Stealing the
Mystic Lamb: The True Story of the World's Most Coveted Masterpiece suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Stealing the Mystic Lamb: The True
Story of the World's Most Coveted Masterpieceis a single of several books this everyone read now. This
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that
you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Elvia Ecklund:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Stealing the Mystic Lamb:
The True Story of the World's Most Coveted Masterpiece which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's find.

Michelle Garrett:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Stealing the Mystic Lamb: The True Story of the
World's Most Coveted Masterpiece to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the book Stealing the Mystic Lamb: The True Story of the
World's Most Coveted Masterpiece can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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