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American readers were introduced to the award-winning Sudanese author Leila
Aboulelawith Minaret, adelicate tale of a privileged young African Muslim
woman adjusting to her new life asamaid in London. Now, for the first timein
North America, we step back to her extraordinarily assured debut about a
widowed Muslim mother living in Aberdeen who fallsin love with a Scottish
secular academic. Sammar is a Sudanese widow working as an Arabic transl ator
at a Scottish university. Since the sudden death of her husband, her young son
has gone to live with family in Khartoum, leaving Sammar alone in cold, gray
Aberdeen, grieving and isolated. But when she begins to translate for Rae, a
Scottish Islamic scholar, the two devel op a deep friendship that awakensin
Sammar al the longing for life she has repressed. As Rae and Sammar fall in
love, she knows they will have to address hislack of faith in all that Sammar
holds sacred. An exquisitely crafted meditation on love, both human and divine,
The Translator is ultimately the story of one woman’s courage to stay true to her
beliefs, herself, and her newfound love.
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American readers were introduced to the award-winning Sudanese author Leila Aboulelawith Minaret, a
delicate tale of a privileged young African Muslim woman adjusting to her new life asamaid in London.
Now, for thefirst time in North America, we step back to her extraordinarily assured debut about a widowed
Muslim mother living in Aberdeen who fallsin love with a Scottish secular academic. Sammar is a Sudanese
widow working as an Arabic trandator at a Scottish university. Since the sudden death of her husband, her
young son has gone to live with family in Khartoum, leaving Sammar alone in cold, gray Aberdeen, grieving
and isolated. But when she begins to trandate for Rae, a Scottish Islamic scholar, the two develop a deep
friendship that awakensin Sammar all the longing for life she has repressed. As Rae and Sammar fall in
love, she knows they will have to address hislack of faith in all that Sammar holds sacred. An exquisitely
crafted meditation on love, both human and divine, The Trandator is ultimately the story of one woman’'s
courage to stay true to her beliefs, herself, and her newfound love.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Sammar, a young Sudanese widow, isworking as atranslator in a Scottish university when love blossoms
between herself and her Scottish supervisor, Rae Isles, a scholar of the Middle East and of Third World
politics. A religious Muslim who covers her hair, Sammar has left her young son in Khartoum to be raised by
her aunt and quells her loneliness by throwing herself into her job tranglating terrorist documents for kindly
divorcé Rae. The two signal their growing love for one another with sympathy (and chastity). On the eve of
her trip to Khartoum to see her son and bring him back with her, she confronts Rae, desperate to know if he
will accept |slam—since arelationship to her isimpossible without marriage, and that marriage is impossible
without his conversion. His hesitation reveal s the cultural gulf between them, and Sammar is pierced to the
quick. Though The Trandator is Aboulela's second novel to be released in the U.S,, it is the Sudanese-
British author's first, published in the U.K. in 1999. (Her third, Minaret, appeared here last year.) With
authentic detail and insight into both cultures, Aboulela painstakingly constructs a truly transformative
denouement. (Oct.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Aboulela's debut novel, the second to be published in the U.S., touches on themes of culture shock, religious
fervor, loneliness, loss, and love, each illuminated by her lyrical yet understated writing style, and her
uncanny ability to capture a fleeting moment with photographic precision. Sammar, ayoung Sudanese
widow, leaves her 4-year-old son with her aunt and returns to Scotland, where her husband died, and where
she works as an Arabic translator. She begins trandating for Rae, a Scottish Islamic scholar, and their work
relationship gradually becomes atentatively romantic one. But Aboulela has left subtle but frequent hints of
how important Sammar's faith is to her--prayer bringing her "something deeper than happiness'--so it comes
as no surprise that Rag's inability to profess hisfaith in her religion, in which heis so intellectually engaged,
causes her to flee. Aboulela's perceptive description of Sammar's aching loss of both Rae and her profession
leaves an indelible impression, as does the conclusion of this beautifully crafted novel. Deborah Donovan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

'A story of love and faith all the more moving for the restraint with which it iswritten' J.M. Coetze€'A lyrical
journey about exile, loss and love... poetry in motion' The Sunday Times'She pulls you into her world as she
refracts British life, its smells and sounds, its advertisements and turns of phrase.’ Independent'An
exceptionally well-crafted and beautifully written novel' The Guardian

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mar gherita Pettit:

The book The Translator can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave a very important thing like abook The Translator? A number of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; it is possible to share al of these. Book The Translator has simple shape however, you know: it has


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

great and massive function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open and read areserve. Soit is
very wonderful.

Thomas Tritt:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Translator is simple to develop
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save
the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Celia Norton:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It aright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like
The Tranglator which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Jessica Sar miento:

On this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust smple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually The Trandator. This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you
can get many advantages.
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