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Written in clear, lively prose and supported by Jannson's impeccable research,
this highly respected book analyzes the evolution of the American welfare state
from colonial times to present--not only covering three centuries of historical
developments, but contemporary policies in the first years of the 21st century--
and it places social policy in its political, cultural, and societal context. Using
social policy history as a catalyst, Jansson invites students to think critically
about issues, developments, and policies in prior eras and in contemporary
society, and he inspires students to develop their own "policy identity." This
book uniquely links social welfare policy to an empowerment perspective,
showing how African Americans, Latinos, women, gays and lesbians, Asian
Americans, Native Americans, the elderly, poor people, and other vulnerable
populations, as well as social reformers, have achieved progressive reforms
through policy advocacy. By making these powerful connections among
historical events, current social welfare policy, and the profession of social work,
Jannson illustrates how a deep understanding of the past can inform our present
and future actions.
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Editorial Review

Review
"I love the manner in which this book is organized. Jansson employs a time-ordered sequence in which he is
able to refer back to the historical events to show linkage."

"I have been using this text since it first came out. I thin it is a masterpiece...The depth of the historical
analysis is impressive...It is one of the best textbooks I have used over the years for teaching policy."

"It's the best policy book I see on them market...the historical content is strong so I can focus on the social
welfare programs...it has content on outgroups throughout the book...the Instructor's Manual comes in
handy."

"I really like the text and admire the author's work on this important book. It is presented in a way that is
consistent with my teaching and is organized such that students can follow the progression of information
and thought throughout."

"I plan to use this text in the future...by far the most comprehensive policy history available to my
knowledge. It is also well organized and easy to comprehend."

About the Author
Bruce S. Jansson (MA, University of Chicago and Harvard University; PhD, University of Chicago) is
Professor in the Department of Social Work at the University of Southern California (USC). He joined the
USC faculty in 1973 after working in Michigan as a community organizer and planner for tenant rights. His
scholarly interests focus on advancing case advocacy and policy advocacy in social work, as well as
examining the history and practice of social welfare policy. He also has served as the Moses Distinguished
Research Professor at the City University of New York Graduate Center. Jansson is probably most well-
known for the book THE SIXTEEN TRILLION DOLLAR MISTAKE: HOW THE U.S. BUNGLED ITS
NATIONAL PRIORITIES FROM THE NEW DEAL TO THE PRESENT (2001). The author of several
other titles, Jansson is currently working on two books. One discusses how social workers and other staff in
the health and human services can link case and policy advocacy in different sectors including mental health,
child welfare, corrections, education, and civil rights. The other analyzes why the United States has not
significantly reduced health disparities in the last five decades, and whether the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act of 2010 will achieve this result.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fred Swett:

This The Reluctant Welfare State: American Social Welfare Policies--Past, Present, and Future (with
InfoTrac) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That The Reluctant Welfare State:
American Social Welfare Policies--Past, Present, and Future (with InfoTrac) without we realize teach the one



who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Reluctant Welfare
State: American Social Welfare Policies--Past, Present, and Future (with InfoTrac) can bring when you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This The Reluctant Welfare State: American Social Welfare Policies--Past, Present, and
Future (with InfoTrac) having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Gabriel Harris:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer may be The Reluctant Welfare State: American Social Welfare Policies--Past, Present,
and Future (with InfoTrac) why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Monica Bonner:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The The Reluctant Welfare State: American Social Welfare Policies--Past, Present, and
Future (with InfoTrac) will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Robin Bone:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book The Reluctant Welfare State: American Social Welfare Policies--Past,
Present, and Future (with InfoTrac) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era
like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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