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In the 1680s the slave trade in the Americas is still in its infancy. Jacob Vaark is
an Anglo-Dutch trader and adventurer, with a small holding in the harsh North.
Despite his distaste for dealing in “flesh,” he takes a small slave girl in part
payment for a bad debt from a plantation owner in Catholic Maryland. This is
Florens, who can read and write and might be useful on his farm. Rejected by her
mother, Florens looks for love, first from Lina, an older servant woman at her
new master's house, and later from the handsome blacksmith, an African, never
enslaved, who comes riding into their lives.

A Mercy reveals what lies beneath the surface of slavery. But at its heart, like
Beloved, it is the ambivalent, disturbing story of a mother and a daughter—a
mother who casts off her daughter in order to save her, and a daughter who may
never exorcise that abandonment.
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In the 1680s the slave trade in the Americas is still in its infancy. Jacob Vaark is an Anglo-Dutch trader and
adventurer, with a small holding in the harsh North. Despite his distaste for dealing in “flesh,” he takes a
small slave girl in part payment for a bad debt from a plantation owner in Catholic Maryland. This is Florens,
who can read and write and might be useful on his farm. Rejected by her mother, Florens looks for love, first
from Lina, an older servant woman at her new master's house, and later from the handsome blacksmith, an
African, never enslaved, who comes riding into their lives.

A Mercy reveals what lies beneath the surface of slavery. But at its heart, like Beloved, it is the ambivalent,
disturbing story of a mother and a daughter—a mother who casts off her daughter in order to save her, and a
daughter who may never exorcise that abandonment.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Nobel laureate Morrison returns more explicitly to the net of pain cast by slavery, a theme
she detailed so memorably in Beloved. Set at the close of the 17th century, the book details America's
untoward foundation: dominion over Native Americans, indentured workers, women and slaves. A slave at a
plantation in Maryland offers up her daughter, Florens, to a relatively humane Northern farmer, Jacob, as
debt payment from their owner. The ripples of this choice spread to the inhabitants of Jacob's farm,
populated by women with intersecting and conflicting desires. Jacob's wife, Rebekka, struggles with her faith
as she loses one child after another to the harsh New World. A Native servant, Lina, survivor of a smallpox
outbreak, craves Florens's love to replace the family taken from her, and distrusts the other servant, a
peculiar girl named Sorrow. When Jacob falls ill, all these women are threatened. Morrison's lyricism infuses
the shifting voices of her characters as they describe a brutal society being forged in the wilderness.
Morrison's unflinching narrative is all the more powerful for its relative brevity; it takes hold of the reader
and doesn't let go until the wrenching final-page crescendo. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Several reviewers ranked A Mercy near the top of Toni Morrison's catalogue—an impressive feat. Given the
subject of slavery, comparisons with Beloved are inevitable; critics tended to think of A Mercy as a more
compact companion piece to that work. Many reviewers also noted that A Mercy is more accessible than
Morrison's other novels that were written since she won the Nobel Prize, showing that the award does not, in
fact, curse its recipients with literary decline. But a few reviewers also noted the inevitable deference given
to an author like Morrison. Some sections of A Mercy may seem obscure, they suggested, but that obscurity
simply indicates that those sections deserve another read. The reviewer from the Dallas Morning News
summed it up nicely: this novel is more accessible than Morrison's recent work, and is all the better for it.
But there is still plenty of allusion and poetry so that you won't forget who you're reading—or why there may
be a few passages that you're rereading.
Copyright 2008 Bookmarks Publishing LLC

From Booklist
*Starred Review* In its first pages, Morrison’s latest novel seems to be a retread of the author’s old themes,
settings, and narrative voice; however, it quickly achieves its own brilliant identity. The time is the late
1600s, when what will become the U.S. remains a chain of colonies along the Atlantic coast. Not only does
slavery still exist, it is a thriving industry that translates into plenty of business for lots of people. These
factors coalesce to provide the atmosphere and plot points for Morrison’s riveting, even poetic, new novel.
She has shown a partiality for the “chorus” method of storytelling, wherein a group of individuals who are
involved in a single event or incident tell their versions of what happened, the individual voices maintaining
their distinctiveness while their personal tales overlap each other with a layering effect that gives Morrison’s
prose its resonance and deep sheen of enameling. Here the voices belong to the women associated with
Virginia planter Jacob Vaark, who has quickly risen from “ratty orphan” to a man of means; these women
include the long-suffering Rebekka, his wife; Lina and Sorrow, slave women with unique perspectives on the
events taking place on Vaark’s plantation; and Florens, a slave girl whom Vaark accepts as partial payment
on a debt and whose separation from her mother is the pivotal event around which Morrison weaves her
short but deeply involving story. A fitting companion to her highly regarded Beloved. --Brad Hooper
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arthur Daniel:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide A Mercy will make you to become
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you
think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Nathan Hutchison:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for
a while is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific A Mercy
book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Gertrude Hoskins:

This A Mercy is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having tiny amount of digest in reading this A Mercy can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Harvey Lee:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book A Mercy to make your reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading
through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve
A Mercy can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
that time.
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