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The train tracks ran right by Bigmama's house in Cottondale, and the children
were warned to stay off the tracks. But one night they were late, and the tracks
were a shortcut, so they started off. And when there was no turning back, they
heard the train coming.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A group of children get the thrill of a lifetime when they decide to cut short their walk home in Crews's new
picture book. Though they know the freight train might round the bend momentarily, the kids opt for playing
along the tracks instead of walking on their familiar route. Charged with excitement, the escapade turns to
fullblown alarm when the train whistle sounds, sending the youngsters scrambling to safety at the last
minute. Crews's economical text deftly explores a roller coaster ride of emotion in just a few paragraphs,
highlighted with effective onomotopeia-Whoo wh(,o; klackity, klackity, klack. The underlying childlike
sensibilities here-taking a risk to the limit, for example-authenticate the author's voice throughout. The story,
an extension of the characters first introduced in Crews's nostalgic Bigmama's, is a perfect foil for the artist's
masterful renderings of trains. A predominantly warm, earthy palette sets a serene and playful mood at the
outset, followed by several dark, wordless spreads that show freight cars rushing past, ready to speed right
off the page. Scenes portraying the frightened children are equally effective in this out of the ordinary drama
set forth with uncommon artistry. Ages 4-up.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"An out of the ordinary drama set forth with uncommon artistry."--"Publishers Weekly (starred
review)"Beautifully crafted from cover to cover."--"Booklist (starred review)

About the Author

Donald Crews is the renowned creator of many celebrated children's books, including the Caldecott Honor
Books Freight Train and Truck. He and his wife, Ann Jonas, live in New York's Hudson River Valley.

Donald Crews es el renombrado autor de dos libros merecedores del premio Caldecott, Tren de carga
(Freight Train) y School Bus. Vive con su esposa, Ann Jonas, cerca del Río Hudson, en Nueva York.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:



Georgetta Watson:

The reserve untitled Shortcut is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of
the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write
the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get
the e-book of Shortcut from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Lucille Chenier:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Shortcut, you could enjoy
both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Nathan Weaver:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Shortcut that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as
the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Shortcut become
your current starter.

Cindy Mattis:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and Shortcut as well as others sources were given know-
how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Shortcut to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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