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The term “urban ecology” has become a buzzword in various disciplines,
including the social and natural sciences as well as urban planning and
architecture. The environmental humanities have been slow to adapt to current
theoretical debates, often excluding human-built environments from their
respective frameworks. This book closes this gap both in theory and in practice,
bringing together “urban ecology” with ecocritical and cultural ecological
approaches by conceptualizing the city as an integral part of the environment and
as a space in which ecological problems manifest concretely. Arguing that
culture has to be seen as an active component and integral factor within urban
ecologies, it makes use of a metaphorical use of the term, perceiving cities as
spatial phenomena that do not only have manifold and complex material
interrelations with their respective (natural) environments, but that are
intrinsically connected to the ideas, imaginations, and interpretations that make
up the cultural symbolic and discursive side of our urban lives and that are stored
and constantly renegotiated in their cultural and artistic representations. The city
is, within this framework, both seen as an ecosystemically organized space as
well as a cultural artifact. Thus, the urban ecology outlined in this study takes its
main impetus from an analysis of examples taken from contemporary culture that
deal with urban life and the complex interrelations between urban communities
and their (natural and built) environments.
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The term “urban ecology” has become a buzzword in various disciplines, including the social and natural
sciences as well as urban planning and architecture. The environmental humanities have been slow to adapt
to current theoretical debates, often excluding human-built environments from their respective frameworks.
This book closes this gap both in theory and in practice, bringing together “urban ecology” with ecocritical
and cultural ecological approaches by conceptualizing the city as an integral part of the environment and as a
space in which ecological problems manifest concretely. Arguing that culture has to be seen as an active
component and integral factor within urban ecologies, it makes use of a metaphorical use of the term,
perceiving cities as spatial phenomena that do not only have manifold and complex material interrelations
with their respective (natural) environments, but that are intrinsically connected to the ideas, imaginations,
and interpretations that make up the cultural symbolic and discursive side of our urban lives and that are
stored and constantly renegotiated in their cultural and artistic representations. The city is, within this
framework, both seen as an ecosystemically organized space as well as a cultural artifact. Thus, the urban
ecology outlined in this study takes its main impetus from an analysis of examples taken from contemporary
culture that deal with urban life and the complex interrelations between urban communities and their (natural
and built) environments.
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Editorial Review

Review
Schliephake’s Urban Ecologiesproposes thereby an inspiring and new field of ‘urban material ecocriticism’
based on the interdisciplinary merging of urban studies and ecocriticism. . . .This is a book with relevance for
anyone interested in cities, the environment, the environmental humanities, and/or ecocriticism, but also for
agents both human and non-human alike. (Anglia: Journal of English Philology)

Christopher Schliephake's excellent book urban Ecologies: City Space, Mateial Agency, and Environmental
Politics in Contemporary Cutture stands as a compelling example of the value of the environmental
humanities beyond the bounds of the humanities as such. Specifically, this carefully researched, thought-
provoking study demonstrates the potential importance of ecocriticism for the fields of urban ecology, urban
policy and planning, landscape architecture, and more. (Green Letters: Studies in Ecocriticism)

In thinking together urban environments, their cultural representations, and a great number of current
theoretical notions, from ecocriticism to the new materialism, Schliephake's book develops an approach of
'cultural urban ecology’ which broadens the perspective of the fields of cultural ecology and cultural urban
studies alike, and makes this book a must-read for everyone interested in ecocritical approaches to the city
and the environmental humanities in general. (Roman Bartosch, University of Cologne)

This highly innovative study explores new terrain in the fields of Ecocriticism and the Environmental
Humanities by combining the approaches of Material Ecocriticism, Cultural Ecology, and Urban Ecology
into a complex framework of interdisciplinary inquiry. The book renders important new insights into the
emerging field of a cultural urban ecology as reflected in a broad spectrum of textual and cultural media
between realist and imaginative modes.  (Hubert Zapf, University of Augsburg)

This timely study combines insights from ecology, geography, and cultural studies to develop an
environmental perspective on the city. Instead of pining for elusive country idylls, it asks how we can
understand and improve the places in which most of us actually live.Urban Ecologies: City Space, Material
Agency, and Environmental Politics in Contemporary Culture is required reading for environmentalists
across the disciplines, and it will be of great interest to anyone thinking about cities today—including fans of
Treme and The Wire. (Timo Müller, University of Augsburg)

Urban Ecologies is ecocritical cultural studies at its finest with a welcome focus on urban ecology.
Schliephake masterfully develops his argument through studies of nonfiction reportage, The Wire and Treme
television series, documentary films, and cinema, with an especially clear exposition of how so-called
‘natural’ events are rarely natural, but rather technological disasters.  (Patrick D. Murphy, author of
Transversal Ecocritical Praxis)

This book provides a reflection on urban ecocriticism, a subject that has yet to be fully researched and
appreciated within the trans-disciplinary framework of the environmental humanities. The main goal of this
book is both to open up urban ecology for ecocritical and cultural ecological approaches and to broaden the
focus of consisting models, which tend to narrowly focus on the spatial-material and/or socio-political
aspects of urban life, with the help of a cultural-analytical perspective.

About the Author



Christopher Schliephake is teaching assistant in the History Department at the University of Augsburg.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martha Wilson:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Urban Ecologies: City Space, Material
Agency, and Environmental Politics in Contemporary Culture (Ecocritical Theory and Practice) to read.

Maranda Shoemaker:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Urban Ecologies: City Space, Material Agency, and
Environmental Politics in Contemporary Culture (Ecocritical Theory and Practice) it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you
did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily
to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Tanya McGaha:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
is Urban Ecologies: City Space, Material Agency, and Environmental Politics in Contemporary Culture
(Ecocritical Theory and Practice) this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
That's why this book suited all of you.

Thomas Moss:

Beside this kind of Urban Ecologies: City Space, Material Agency, and Environmental Politics in
Contemporary Culture (Ecocritical Theory and Practice) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer
to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh



through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have Urban Ecologies: City Space, Material Agency, and Environmental Politics in
Contemporary Culture (Ecocritical Theory and Practice) because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and
read it from now!
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