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In their six years of marriage, Elizabeth and Darcy have forged a peaceful, happy
life for their family at Pemberley, Darcy’s impressive estate. Her father is a
regular visitor; her sister Jane and her husband, Bingley, live nearby; the
marriage prospects for Darcy’s sister, Georgiana, are favorable. And preparations
for their annual autumn ball are proceeding apace. But on the eve of the ball,
chaos descends. Lydia Wickham, Elizabeth’s disgraced sister who, with her
husband, has been barred from the estate, arrives in a hysterical state—shrieking
that Wickham has been murdered.  Plunged into frightening mystery and a lurid
murder trial, the lives of Pemberley’s owners and servants alike may never be the
same.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Really, gentle reader, there are limits. When mystery grande dame P. D. James felt the mantle of Jane Austen
fall on her shoulders, why didn’t she simply shrug it off? Instead, she has produced a straight-faced
mystery—no zombies—in which a murdered body is found on the grounds of Darcy and Elizabeth’s stately
home, Pemberley. James places a template of Austen characters and Austen-like language over a traditional
mystery plot and even takes on the role of the omniscient Austen narrator herself. The mystery is set in 1803,
six years after the wedding of Elizabeth and Darcy, with ample space given to catching us up on the recent
doings of the Bennet family. On the mystery side, there’s plenty of action, from the discovery of Captain
Denny’s body, through a trial, assorted deceptions and mix-ups, and love affairs. Unfortunately, though, if
this is meant as an homage, it’s a pretty weak cup of tea, starting with a greatly diluted version of Austen’s
famous “truth universally acknowledged” opening. James’ many fans will be pleased to see any kind of new
book from the 91-year-old author, but discriminating Austen devotees are unlikely to appreciate the move
from social comedy to murder. HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: This late addition to Knopf’s winter list
will require some last-minute marketing, but it has two very bankable Englishwomen on its side: Austen and
James. --Connie Fletcher

Review
“A magnificent novel. . . . Incomparably perfect.” —USA Today

“A glorious plum pudding of a whodunit.” —NPR, Fresh Air

“The queen of mystery has taken on the queen of literature, [and] the combination sings. . . . [James’]
elegance and sly wit are in top form.” —The Plain Dealer
 
“The greatest pleasure of this novel is its unforced, effortless, effective voice… Not infrequently . . . one
succumbs to the impression that it is Austen herself at the keyboard.” —The New York Times Book Review

“[James] is the greatest living writer of British crime fiction, and probably that genre’s most talented
practitioner ever.” —The New York Times
 
“A novel of manners par excellence.” —The Boston Globe
 
“A major treat for any fan of Jane Austen . . . [and] a solidly entertaining period mystery.” —The
Washington Post
 
“A novel of dark intrigue. . . . [which] Ms. James presents with informed assurance and in fine period detail.”
—The Wall Street Journal
 
“If you appreciate mysteries as well as the Mighty Jane, this pleasant entertainment will do nicely. . . . It is a
universe of dark meanings [and] hidden relationships.” —Los Angeles Times

“James rises well above the ever-growing pack of Austen-inspired authors, not only for her intimate
familiarity with Austen’s work, but for her faultless replication of time, place and, most notably, Austen’s
trademark writing style.” —Newark Star-Ledger
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“With well-laid clues, James weaves a credible tale with a satisfying conclusion. . . . She stamps this enticing
blend of two authors’ minds with her formidable intelligence and the generosity of spirit that has marked all
her work.” —Richmond Times Dispatch
 
“Dazzling . . . Meticulously plotted . . . In my view Death Comes to Pemberley is as good as anything P.D.
James has written and that is very high praise indeed… Long may she continue to delight and surprise us.”
—Simon Brett, Sunday Express
 
“Brimming with astute appreciation, inventiveness and narrative zest, Death Comes to Pemberley is an
elegantly gauged homage to Austen and an exhilarating tribute to the inexhaustible vitality of James’s
imagination.” —The Sunday Times (London)
 
“James takes Pride and Prejudice to places it never dreamed of, and does so with a charm that will beguile
even the most demanding Janeite.” —London Evening Standard
 
“The final working-out shows all James’s customary ingenuity. . . . The stylistic pastiche is remarkably
accomplished.” —Kirkus Reviews
 
“A pleasing and agreeable sequel… Historical mystery buffs and Jane Austen fans alike will welcome this
homage… Attentive readers will eagerly seek out clues to the delightfully complex mystery, which involves
many hidden motives and dark secrets.” —Publishers Weekly
 
“Satisfying. . . . [James is] an impeccable stylist and a psychological ins-and-outs maven.” —The Huffington
Post

About the Author

P. D. James was the author of twenty books, many of which feature her detective hero Adam Dalgliesh and
have been televised or filmed. She was the recipient of many honors, including the Mystery Writers of
America Grand Master Award and the National Arts Club Medal of Honor for Literature, and in 1991 was
created Baroness James of Holland Park. She died in 2014.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

April Little:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Death Comes to Pemberley. All type
of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Emilie Lechner:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by



surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you that Death Comes to Pemberley book as beginner and
daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Roger Richmond:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Death Comes to Pemberley is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Lola Kelly:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Death Comes to Pemberley is
kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.
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