Desperate Characters

DESPERATE
CHARAGTERS

A NOYEL r‘.

By Paula Fox

& Donwload & Read Online

Desperate Char acter s By Paula Fox

" A towering landmark of postwar Realism. ... A sustained work of prose so

lucid and fine it seemslesswritten than carved." ? David Foster Wallace

Otto and Sophie Bentwood live in a changing neighborhood in Brooklyn. Their
stainless-steel kitchen is newly installed, and their Mercedes is parked curbside.
After Sophieis bitten on the hand while trying to feed a stray, perhaps rabies-
infected cat, a series of small and ominous disasters begin to plague the
Bentwoods ' lives, revealing the fault lines and fractures in amarriage?and a
societywrenching itself apart.

First published in 1970 to wide acclaim, Desperate Characters stands as one of
the most dazzling and rigorous examples of the storyteller's craft in postwar
American literature ? anovel that, according to Irving Howe, ranks with "Billy
Budd, The Great Gatsby, Miss Lonelyhearts, and Seize the Day."
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" A towering landmark of postwar Realism. . .. A sustained work of prose so lucid and fineit seems
lesswritten than carved." ? David Foster Wallace

Otto and Sophie Bentwood live in a changing neighborhood in Brooklyn. Their stainless-steel kitchenis
newly installed, and their Mercedes is parked curbside. After Sophie is bitten on the hand while trying to
feed a stray, perhaps rabies-infected cat, a series of small and ominous disasters begin to plague the
Bentwoods lives, revealing the fault lines and fractures in a marriage?and a society wrenching itself apart.

First published in 1970 to wide acclaim, Desperate Characters stands as one of the most dazzling and
rigorous examples of the storyteller's craft in postwar American literature ? anovel that, according to Irving
Howe, ranks with "Billy Budd, The Great Gatsby, Miss Lonelyhearts, and Seize the Day."
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Meet the Bentwoods, Sophie and Otto, "both just over forty," living in Brooklyn sometime in the '60s with
neither hope nor children to encourage them to work on their suffocating marriage. Such are the central
subjects of Paula Fox's enthralling Desperate Characters, first published to much acclaim in 1970. The
novel's action unfolds in a single weekend, and includes Otto's torturous breakup with his longtime business
partner, Charlie, and a visit the Bentwoods make to their country home, which they find vandalized.
Everything pivots around an occurrence so ordinary as to make us marvel at the power it wields under Fox's
brilliant pressure: a cat hite.

Despite Otto's protests, Sophie puts out a dish for a stray that roams the Bentwoods' neighborhood--an area
which is also home to enormous poverty, and in which they, in their renovated townhouse, sit like distant
royalty. The cat sinksits teeth into her hand and instantly we are plunged into the heart of what plagues
every aspect of this couple's lives: the threat of rabies. Where the cat is concerned, it's literal rabies, but the
book is also steeped in the sense that akind of social rabies lurks just outside the Bentwoods' and indeed the
whole world's door. As Sophie suddenly realizes at one point: "Ticking away inside the carapace of ordinary
life and its sketchy agreements was anarchy."

Throughout Fox's gorgeously crafted, unflinching portrait of a dying marriage and a country at war with
itself, the Bentwoods fight the desire to self-destruct like everything around them. At one point, Otto screams
at Sophie: "What in God's hame do you want? Do you want Charlie to murder me? Do you wish the
farmhouse had been burned down?... Do you want to be rabid?" She doesn't, of course, but in a certain way,
that outcome makes sense. "'God, if | amrabid, | amequal to what is outside,' she said out loud, and felt an
extraordinary relief asthough, at last, she'd discovered what it was that could create a balance between the
quiet, rather vacant progression of the days she spent in this house, and those portents that lit up the dark at
the edge of her own existence." How fortunate and rare to discover such a perfect articulation of the human
condition. --Melanie Rehak

Review

“[Desperate Characters] 2tense, quick, prickling with suppressed panic?is very much of itstime and has alot
to say to ours, too. If you' ve never read it, or if, like me, it's been awhile since you did, now is an excellent
moment to pick it up.” (Alexandra Schwartz - The New Y orker)

“A masterwork of economical prose...Remarkable...[O]ne can only wonder who is more fatally deluded?the
desperate characters of the Bentwoods' era or the hyperconfident ones of our own.” (Andrew O'Hehir -
Salon)

“Absorbing, elegant.” (Charles Winecoff - Entertainment Weekly)

“Packed with lucid insights.” (Isabella Biedenharn - Entertainment Weekly)

“A perfect short novel...Asin Tolstoy's The Death of Ivan Ilyich, everything crucia within our souls bared.”
(Andrea Barrett)

“This perfect novel about pain is as clear, and as wholly believable, and as healing, as afever dream.”
(Frederick Busch)



“Thefirst time | read Desperate Characters...| fell inlove withit.” (Jonathan Franzen)

“Fox dissects amarriage and a socia class with the sharpest of knives, cannily undermining not only one
couple' s false pieties and deceptive comforts but our own aswell.” (Marisa Silver)

About the Author

Paula Fox (192372017) was the author of Desperate Characters, The Widow’s Children, A Servant’s Tale,
The God of Nightmares, Poor George, The Western Coast, and Borrowed Finery: A Memoir, among other
books.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Edgar Workman:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Desperate Characters will make you to end up
being smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptabl e book with you?

Victor Parisi:

This book untitled Desperate Charactersto be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly,
that is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit uponiit. Y ou will easily to buy this
specific book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
thereis no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Migud Penix:

Desperate Characters can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his’her effort to put
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Desperate Characters but doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Oliver Lyle:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of timeto read it because pretty much everything time you



only find reserve that need more time to be study. Desperate Characters can be your answer given it can be
read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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