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Even childbirth is affected by globalization—and in India, as elsewhere, the trend
is away from home births, assisted by midwives, toward hospital births with
increasing reliance on new technologies. And yet, as this work of critical feminist
ethnography clearly demonstrates, the global spread of biomedical models of
childbirth has not brought forth one monolithic form of "modern birth." Focusing
on the birth experiences of lower-class women in the South Indian state of Tamil
Nadu, Birth on the Threshold reveals the complex and unique ways in which
modernity emerges in local contexts.

Through vivid description and animated dialogue, this book conveys the birth
stories of the women of Tamil Nadu in their own voices, emphasizing their
critiques of and aspirations for modern births today. In light of these stories,
author Cecilia Van Hollen explores larger questions about how the structures of
colonialism and postcolonial international and national development have helped
to shape the form and meaning of birth for Indian women today. Ultimately, her
book poses the question: How is gender—especially maternity—reconfigured as
birth is transformed?
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Even childbirth is affected by globalization—and in India, as elsewhere, the trend is away from home births,
assisted by midwives, toward hospital births with increasing reliance on new technologies. And yet, as this
work of critical feminist ethnography clearly demonstrates, the global spread of biomedical models of
childbirth has not brought forth one monolithic form of "modern birth." Focusing on the birth experiences of
lower-class women in the South Indian state of Tamil Nadu, Birth on the Threshold reveals the complex and
unique ways in which modernity emerges in local contexts.

Through vivid description and animated dialogue, this book conveys the birth stories of the women of Tamil
Nadu in their own voices, emphasizing their critiques of and aspirations for modern births today. In light of
these stories, author Cecilia Van Hollen explores larger questions about how the structures of colonialism
and postcolonial international and national development have helped to shape the form and meaning of birth
for Indian women today. Ultimately, her book poses the question: How is gender—especially
maternity—reconfigured as birth is transformed?
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a beautifully written and well-organized book, combining theoretical insights and ethnographic
detail. It represents an important contribution to medical anthropological scholarship on reproduction as well
as to the theoretical debates on modernity and development."

From the Inside Flap

"This is a beautifully written and well-organized book, combining theoretical insights and ethnographic
detail. It represents an important contribution to medical anthropological scholarship on reproduction as well
as to the theoretical debates on modernity and development."—Carolyn Sargent, author of Maternity,
Medicine and Power

"By locating women's experiences of childbearing within a local political economy of class, caste and gender
politics and international debates about development and human rights, Birth on the Threshold provides a
subtle and important contribution to the understanding of Indian modernity. With telling use of case material,
the author shows us how poor Tamil women in contemporary south India are both willing collaborators and
victims of changes in medical practice. Women's experiences at the hands of hospital staff, who often insert
intrauterine contraceptive devices without their consent, are juxtaposed with their own perceptions and
strategies of accommodation, negotiation and resistance. This book will be essential reading for students of
gender, medical anthropology and of South Asia in general."—Patricia Jeffery, co-author of Labour Pains
and Labour Power: Women and Childbearing in India

"Compellingly argued and exquisitely written, Van Hollen's work stands as the best of a new generation of
ethnographies critically rethinking the anthropology of childbirth. Accessible to anyone with an interest in
the everyday and extraordinary politics of development, family planning, and poor women's lives, Birth on
the Threshold is necessary reading for all scholars of body, gender, and governmentality in South Asia and
destined to become a classic in medical anthropology. "—Lawrence Cohen, author of No Aging in India:
Alzheimer’s, the Bad Family, and Other Modern Things

From the Back Cover
"This is a beautifully written and well-organized book, combining theoretical insights and ethnographic
detail. It represents an important contribution to medical anthropological scholarship on reproduction as well
as to the theoretical debates on modernity and development."--Carolyn Sargent, author of "Maternity,
Medicine and Power

"By locating women's experiences of childbearing within a local political economy of class, caste and gender
politics and international debates about development and human rights, "Birth on the Threshold provides a
subtle and important contribution to the understanding of Indian modernity. With telling use of case material,
the author shows us how poor Tamil women in contemporary south India are both willing collaborators and
victims of changes in medical practice. Women's experiences at the hands of hospital staff, who often insert
intrauterine contraceptive devices without their consent, are juxtaposed with their own perceptions and
strategies of accommodation, negotiation and resistance. This book will be essential reading for students of
gender, medical anthropology and of South Asia in general."--Patricia Jeffery, co-author of "Labour Pains



and Labour Power: Women and Childbearing in India

"Compellingly argued and exquisitely written, Van Hollen's work stands as the best of a new generation of
ethnographies critically rethinking the anthropology of childbirth. Accessible to anyone with an interest in
the everyday and extraordinary politics of development, family planning, and poor women's lives, "Birth on
the Threshold is necessary reading for all scholars of body, gender, and governmentality in South Asia and
destined to become a classic in medicalanthropology. "--Lawrence Cohen, author of "No Aging in India:
Alzheimer's, the Bad Family, and Other Modern Things

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janice Oconnell:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Birth on the Threshold: Childbirth and Modernity in
South India will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Janelle Garrity:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Birth on the Threshold: Childbirth and
Modernity in South India book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jessica Rodriguez:

You may spend your free time to read this book this book. This Birth on the Threshold: Childbirth and
Modernity in South India is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you
did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Mark Mata:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of
book Birth on the Threshold: Childbirth and Modernity in South India. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read.



It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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