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 Converts to Joseph Smith’s 1828 restoration of primitive Christianity were
attracted to the non-hierarchical nature of the movement. It was precisely because
there were no priests, ordinances, or dogma that people joined in such numbers.
Smith intended everyone to be a prophet, and anyone who felt called was invited
to minister freely without formal office.

Not until seven years later did Mormons first learn that authority had been
restored by angels or of the need for a hierarchy mirroring the Pauline model.
That same year (1835) a Quorum of Twelve Apostles was organized, but their
jurisdiction was limited to areas outside established stakes (dioceses). Stakes
were led by a president, who oversaw spiritual development, and by a bishop,
who supervised temporal needs.

At Smith’s martyrdom in 1844, the church had five leading quorums of authority.
The most obvious successor to Smith, Illinois stake president William Marks,
opposed the secret rites of polygamy, anointing, endowments, and the clandestine
political activity that had characterized the church in Illinois. The secret Council
of Fifty had recently ordained Smith as King on Earth and sent ambassadors
abroad to form alliances against the United States.

The majority of church members knew nothing of these developments, but they
followed Brigham Young, head of the Quorum of the Twelve, who spoke
forcefully and moved decisively to eliminate contenders for the presidency. He
continued to build on Smith’s political and doctrinal innovations and social
stratification. Young’s twentieth-century legacy is a well-defined structure
without the charismatic spontaneity or egalitarian chaos of the early church.

Historian D. Michael Quinn examines the contradictions and confusion of the
first two tumultuous decades of LDS history. He demonstrates how events and
doctrines were silently, retroactively inserted into the published form of
scriptures and records to smooth out the stormy, haphazard development. The
bureaucratization of Mormonism was inevitable, but the manner in which it
occurred was unpredictable and will be, for readers, fascinating.
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 Converts to Joseph Smith’s 1828 restoration of primitive Christianity were attracted to the non-hierarchical
nature of the movement. It was precisely because there were no priests, ordinances, or dogma that people
joined in such numbers. Smith intended everyone to be a prophet, and anyone who felt called was invited to
minister freely without formal office.

Not until seven years later did Mormons first learn that authority had been restored by angels or of the need
for a hierarchy mirroring the Pauline model. That same year (1835) a Quorum of Twelve Apostles was
organized, but their jurisdiction was limited to areas outside established stakes (dioceses). Stakes were led by
a president, who oversaw spiritual development, and by a bishop, who supervised temporal needs.

At Smith’s martyrdom in 1844, the church had five leading quorums of authority. The most obvious
successor to Smith, Illinois stake president William Marks, opposed the secret rites of polygamy, anointing,
endowments, and the clandestine political activity that had characterized the church in Illinois. The secret
Council of Fifty had recently ordained Smith as King on Earth and sent ambassadors abroad to form
alliances against the United States.

The majority of church members knew nothing of these developments, but they followed Brigham Young,
head of the Quorum of the Twelve, who spoke forcefully and moved decisively to eliminate contenders for
the presidency. He continued to build on Smith’s political and doctrinal innovations and social stratification.
Young’s twentieth-century legacy is a well-defined structure without the charismatic spontaneity or
egalitarian chaos of the early church.

Historian D. Michael Quinn examines the contradictions and confusion of the first two tumultuous decades
of LDS history. He demonstrates how events and doctrines were silently, retroactively inserted into the
published form of scriptures and records to smooth out the stormy, haphazard development. The
bureaucratization of Mormonism was inevitable, but the manner in which it occurred was unpredictable and
will be, for readers, fascinating.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

D. Michael Quinn (Ph.D., history, Yale University) is an Affiliated Scholar at the University of Southern
California’s Center for Feminist Research. He has been a full-time researcher and writer, a professor of
history at Brigham Young University, and a visiting professor of history (2002-03) at Yale. His accolades
include Best Book awards from the American Historical Association and the Mormon History Association.

His major works include Early Mormonism and the Magic World View, Elder Statesman: A Biography of J.
Reuben Clark, the two-volume Mormon Hierarchy series (Origins of Power, Extensions of Power),
and Same-Sex Dynamics among Nineteenth-Century Americans: A Mormon Example. He is the editor of The
New Mormon History: Revisionist Essays on the Past and a contributor to American National
Biography;Encyclopedia of New York State; Fundamentalisms and Society: Reclaiming the Sciences, the
Family, and Education; the New Encyclopedia of the American West; Under an Open Sky: Rethinking
America’s Western Past; and others.

He has also received honors—fellowships and grants—from the American Academy of Arts and Sciences,
the American Council of Learned Societies, the Henry E. Huntington Library, Indiana-Purdue University,
and the National Endowment for the Humanities. In addition, he has been a keynote speaker at the Center for
the Study of Religion and American Culture, the Chicago Humanities Symposium, Claremont Graduate
University, University of Paris (France), Washington State Historical Society, and elsewhere, and a
consultant for television documentaries carried by the Arts and Entertainment Channel, the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation, the History Channel, and the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS).

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

 Chapter 1

The Evolution of Authority

Before it was an organization, Mormonism was a private religious awakening in a single family. Born in
December 1805, Joseph Smith, Jr., became the most prominent seer in his family. His parents Joseph Sr. and
Lucy Mack nurtured all their children in a home where the wondrous, mundane, and spiritual
commingled.1 In the beginning, their religious activities did not differ dramatically from the experiences of
their contemporaries. The impulse which led to founding a church developed gradually as did the structure of
that church once it began. Eventually Mormonism became a hierarchical institution with a complex
“priesthood” system. Understanding the growing sense of “church” and the increasingly structured view of
authority as priesthood is necessary to comprehend the currently elaborate organization of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Brandon Riddle:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Mormon Hierarchy: Origins of Power will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing.
But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Brandon Harmon:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Mormon Hierarchy:
Origins of Power book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information
in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Edward Salls:

You will get this The Mormon Hierarchy: Origins of Power by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing
or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book
are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern
era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make
your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Martha Robertson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal
or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Mormon Hierarchy: Origins of Power can make you feel more
interested to read.
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