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This unforgettable tale, illustrated by Caldecott Medalist Barbara Cooney, has
become a seasonal classic-a touching and joyful story about courage and the
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The Armistice has been declared, but still there is no sign of Ruthie's father in their little Appalachian town.
So, in accordance with the traditions of Pine Grove, it falls to Ruthie and her mother to bring home the
perfect Christmas tree to donate to the town. Ruthie had accompanied her father to the rocky cliff where he
marked a tree in the spring, so she and her mother set out to find it again, and haul it home. Their trip
becomes the basisovernightof a new town legend; Ruthie, chosen for the role of the heavenly angel in the the
church Christmas play, finds herself outfitted in a madeover wedding dress of the finest silkanother
"miracle" wrought by her hardworking mother. An accomplished, fluid telling garnishes this simple story, as
do Cooney's moonlit paintings of wintry evenings and the welcoming glow of fire and lanterns. Ruthie is
more or less an observer; her mother is the real heroine. But the way they work together to keep their
family's duty is rendered in a harmonious blending of text and pictures. Ages 4-8.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"A warm, heartfelt story that captures the family feeling of Christmas ...a beautifully wrapped present for
readers of all ages."

"Glowing words and exquisite paintings help readers share this fictional Appalachian Christmas memory as
if it were from their own family traditions...Timeless."

About the Author
Gloria Houston is an internationally known educator and author of  several award-winning, best-selling
books for young readers.

Barbara Cooney illustrated over 100 books for children.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tara Scribner:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Year of the Perfect
Christmas Tree: An Appalachian Story (Picture Puffin Books) is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Rebecca Esquivel:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new information.



When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Year of the
Perfect Christmas Tree: An Appalachian Story (Picture Puffin Books), it is possible to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Robert Holt:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is actually The Year of the Perfect Christmas Tree: An Appalachian Story (Picture
Puffin Books).

Jonathan Bean:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The Year of the Perfect Christmas Tree: An
Appalachian Story (Picture Puffin Books) as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes The Year of the Perfect Christmas Tree: An Appalachian Story (Picture
Puffin Books) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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