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This book addresses boundary violations through the lens of the
professional-client relationship, drawing examples of misconduct from law,
medicine, religion, education and psychotherapy.

The first three chapters cover the social context of the relationship, the inherent
power differential that delineates the relational boundaries, and professionals’
difficulty with managing that power appropriately. Also discussed are the four
characteristics of a boundary violation?a reversal of roles, a secret, a double bind,
and an indulgence of professional privilege?and the damage to the client.
Throughout the book, clients share their stories of violations?sometimes blatant,
often subtle?in relationships. These vignettes, along with Peterson’s engaging
style, transform ethics from dry, abstract, and theoretical principles to vital
struggles to understand and appropriately manage power with clients.
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This book addresses boundary violations through the lens of the professional-client relationship,
drawing examples of misconduct from law, medicine, religion, education and psychotherapy.

The first three chapters cover the social context of the relationship, the inherent power differential that
delineates the relational boundaries, and professionals’ difficulty with managing that power appropriately.
Also discussed are the four characteristics of a boundary violation?a reversal of roles, a secret, a double bind,
and an indulgence of professional privilege?and the damage to the client. Throughout the book, clients share
their stories of violations?sometimes blatant, often subtle?in relationships. These vignettes, along with
Peterson’s engaging style, transform ethics from dry, abstract, and theoretical principles to vital struggles to
understand and appropriately manage power with clients.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Professionals can no longer afford to be uninformed about their professional vulnerability. A better informed
public and increasingly litigious society place them at risk for possible legal action and professional
sanctions when they violate professional-client boundaries. This book addresses boundary violations through
the lens of the professional-client relationship, drawing examples of misconduct from law, medicine,
religion, education, and psychotherapy--professions which oblige the professional to place the client's needs
first. Professional misconduct is commonly defined by content (for example, sexual harassment or misuse of
client funds); this practice eclipses the injury to the relationship itself and ignores, dismisses, or normalizes
violations that do not fit within the specific categories of malfeasance or codes of ethics. At Personal Risk
expands the spectrum of behaviors that are hurtful to clients by redefining violations as a process of
disconnection that occurs within the relational context. The first three chapters cover the social context of the
relationship, the inherent power differential that delineates the relational boundaries, and professionals'
difficulty with managing that power appropriately. The fourth and fifth chapters describe the four
characteristics of a boundary violation--a reversal of roles, a secret, a double bind, and an indulgence of
professional privilege--and the damage to the client. The sixth chapter prescribes the healing process for the
client and the professional, and the seventh examines the blocks to a relational solution. Throughout the
book, clients share their stories of violations--sometimes blatant, often subtle--in relationshipswith doctors,
therapists, clergy, teachers, and lawyers. These vignettes, along with Peterson's engaging style, change ethics
from dry, abstract, and theoretical principles to vital struggles to understand and appropriately manage power
with clients. At Personal Risk is preventative, in providing professionals with an early warning system to
alert them to impending trouble. It is also unique in that it prescribes the healing that can help professionals
recognize their impact and take steps to restore breached boundaries and repair the relationship.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Griffith:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what type you should start with. This At Personal Risk: Boundary Violations in
Professional-Client Relationships is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kimberly Gomez:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This At Personal Risk: Boundary Violations in Professional-Client Relationships
book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer connected with At Personal Risk: Boundary Violations in Professional-Client Relationships



content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content material but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking At Personal Risk: Boundary
Violations in Professional-Client Relationships is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Michael Yancey:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be
the publication untitled At Personal Risk: Boundary Violations in Professional-Client Relationships can be
excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

John Cotton:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition details. Even you love At Personal Risk: Boundary Violations in Professional-
Client Relationships, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.
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