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""Romanticism had its roots in fantasy and fed on myth."" So Roderick Cavaliero
introduces the nineteenth-century European Romantic obsession with the Orient.
Cavaliero brings on a rich cast of leading Romantic writers, artists, musicians and
travellers, including Beckford, Byron, Shelley, Walter Scott, Pierre Loti, Thomas
Moore, Rossini, Eugene Delacroix, Thackeray and Disraeli, who luxuriated in the
exotic sights, sounds, literature and mythology of the Orient - the Eastern
Mediterranean and Middle East.

Cavaliero analyzes the Romantic vision of the Orient from Ottoman Turkey,
through the Middle East, including Egypt and Persia, to the Vale of Kashmir -
fascination with the exotic Orient mixed with distaste for despotic rule.The
Romantics saw the Ottoman Empire as the feebler successor to the huge and
invincible military state that threatened Europe in previous centuries; and the
Ottoman Sultan as an absolute ruler living in distant splendor, with power of life
and death over his people, stifling any national and democratic aspiration that
might undermine his empire. But dislike of Oriental despotism could be overlaid
by the frisson of oriental luxury, especially as the Ottoman Sultans  were also
heirs to the Caliphate of the iconic Harun ar Rashid in the fabulous Arabian
Nights Entertainments - tales hugely popular in Europe and symbolizing 
timeless Eastern luxury. Dualism was fundamental to  Romantic vision - the
arch-romantic Byron wrote of ""virgins soft as the roses they twine"" in his
Turkish Tales but fought for his romantic vision of Greek national independence.

Cavaliero’s Ottomania will delight all readers interested in tales of the Orient and
the literature of the Romantic movement - a rich treasure-house of poets,
novelists and travelers.
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Editorial Review

Review

""Ottomania synthesises an enormous amount of information - historic, literary and artistic - in a seemingly
effortless way. There is never a dull moment. The book is a great achievement, the product of a lifetime’s
reading and research."" -- Linda Kelly, author of Ireland's Minstrel and The Young Romantics

""Clearly and attractively written, with a thankfully complete absence of academic jargon...deeply researched
and stimulating blend of cultural history and literary interpretation"" -- Robert Carver, Tablet

About the Author

Roderick Cavaliero is a writer and historian. He is the author of Admiral Satan: The Life and Campaigns of
the Bailli de Suffren, Independence of Brazil and Strangers in the Land: The Rise and Decline of the British
Indian Empire (all I.B.Tauris) as well as Last of the Crusaders: The Knights of St John, Malta in the
Eighteenth Century and Italia Romantica: English Romantics and Italian Freedom (Tauris Parke
Paperbacks).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Bellard:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Ottomania: The Romantics and the Myth of the Islamic
Orient (Library of Ottoman Studies). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that
we know about how is important a new book Ottomania: The Romantics and the Myth of the Islamic Orient
(Library of Ottoman Studies). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign
or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Lisa Potter:

Precisely why? Because this Ottomania: The Romantics and the Myth of the Islamic Orient (Library of
Ottoman Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you



I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Michael Vines:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Ottomania: The Romantics and
the Myth of the Islamic Orient (Library of Ottoman Studies) that give your fun preference will be satisfied
by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you can pick Ottomania: The Romantics and the Myth of the Islamic Orient
(Library of Ottoman Studies) become your personal starter.

Trina Durham:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This publication Ottomania: The Romantics and the Myth of the Islamic Orient (Library of
Ottoman Studies) was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit
from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book that you wanted.
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