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Socialism was man’s most ambitious attempt to supplant religion with a doctrine
claiming to ground itself in “science.” Indeed, no religion ever spread so far so
fast. Y et while socialism had established itself as afact of life by the beginning
of the 20th century, it did not create societies of abundance or give birth to “the
New Man.” Each failure inspired new searches for the path to the promised land:
revolution, communes, social democracy, Communism, Fascism, Third World
socialism. None worked, and some exacted staggering human tolls. Then, after
two hundred years of wishful thinking and fitful governance, socialism suddenly
imploded in afin du siecle drama of falling walls and collapsing regimes.

In Heaven on Earth, Joshua Muravchik traces thisfiery trajectory through
sketches of the thinkers and leaders who developed the theory, led it to power,
and presided over its collapse. We see such dreamers and doers as the French
revolutionary Gracchus Babeuf, whose “ Conspiracy of Equals’ were thefirst to
try to outlaw private property; Robert Owen, who hoped to plant a model
sociaist utopiain the United States; Friedrich Engels, who created the cult of
Karl Marx and “scientific” socialism; Benito Mussolini, self proclaimed socialist
heretic and inventor of Fascism; Clement Attlee, who rejected the fanatics and
set out to build socialism democratically in Britain; Julius Nyerere, who merged
socia democracy and communism in the hope of making Tanzaniaa model for
the devel oping world; and Mikhail Gorbachev, Deng Xiaoping and Tony Blair,
who became socialism’ sinadvertent undertakers.

Muravchik’s accomplishment in Heaven on Earth isto tell astory filled with
character and event while at the same time giving us an epic chronicle of a
movement that tried to turn the world upside down—and for atime succeeded.
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Socialism was man’s most ambitious attempt to supplant religion with a doctrine claiming to ground itself in
“science.” Indeed, no religion ever spread so far so fast. Y et while socialism had established itself as afact of
life by the beginning of the 20th century, it did not create societies of abundance or give birth to “the New
Man.” Each failure inspired new searches for the path to the promised land: revolution, communes, social
democracy, Communism, Fascism, Third World socialism. None worked, and some exacted staggering
human tolls. Then, after two hundred years of wishful thinking and fitful governance, socialism suddenly
imploded in afin du siecle drama of falling walls and collapsing regimes.

In Heaven on Earth, Joshua Muravchik traces thisfiery trajectory through sketches of the thinkers and
leaders who developed the theory, led it to power, and presided over its collapse. We see such dreamers and
doers as the French revolutionary Gracchus Babeuf, whose “ Conspiracy of Equals’ were the first to try to
outlaw private property; Robert Owen, who hoped to plant amodel socialist utopiain the United States;
Friedrich Engels, who created the cult of Karl Marx and “ scientific” socialism; Benito Mussolini, self
proclaimed socialist heretic and inventor of Fascism; Clement Attlee, who rejected the fanatics and set out to
build socialism democratically in Britain; Julius Nyerere, who merged social democracy and communism in
the hope of making Tanzaniaa model for the devel oping world; and Mikhail Gorbachev, Deng Xiaoping and
Tony Blair, who became socialism’s inadvertent undertakers.

Muravchik’s accomplishment in Heaven on Earth isto tell astory filled with character and event while at the
same time giving us an epic chronicle of a movement that tried to turn the world upside down—and for a
time succeeded.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Just afew generations ago, socialism was regarded as the wave of the future by millions of "enlightened"
thinkers across the world; the promise of socialism motivated hard-line Marxists, Western-educated men of
the Third World who fought for political independence, and Americans and Europeans repelled by the
inequalities of capitalism. Now, of course, socialism iswidely discredited; even former Communistsin
Eastern Europe proclaim allegiance to a market economy. This engrossing history of various socialist
movements is told through portraits of the leaders who provided the intellectual and political support for
those movements. With eloquence, skepticism, and even sympathy, Muravchik examines the careers of
figures as varied as Friedrich Engels, Clement Atlee, and Julius Nyerere. Although each had a somewhat
different interpretation of socialism, they all shared the fatal assumption that they could use the coercive
power of the state to "improve" human nature. Thisis an important work and an object lesson showing great
harm is frequently done by those with the purest motives. Jay Freeman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"In this sweeping and accessible survey, Muravchik places his focus on the personalities who determined the
shifting fortunes of socialism."

About the Author
Joshua Muravchik

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Margaret Velasquez:

The fedling that you get from Heaven On Earth: The Rise and Fall of Socialism (Brief Encounters) could be
the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Heaven On Earth: The Rise and Fall of Socialism (Brief
Encounters) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makesit easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this kind of Heaven On Earth: The Rise and Fall of Socialism (Brief Encounters) instantly.

Willie Alford:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

book, may be the guide untitled Heaven On Earth: The Rise and Fall of Socialism (Brief Encounters) can be
fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Adam Mathews:

In this erawhich isthe greater man or who has ability to do something more are more specia than other. Do
you want to become one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you have to do isjust spending
your time not much but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of many books in the top collectionin
your reading list is actually Heaven On Earth: The Rise and Fall of Socialism (Brief Encounters). This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Andrew Gillon:

Y ou will get this Heaven On Earth: The Rise and Fall of Socialism (Brief Encounters) by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issueif you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
guide. It ismost important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let'stry to
choose correct ways for you.
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