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The Relativity of Deviance is a short, clearly-written primer by award-winning
expert in sociology and criminology, John Curra. Offering a high-level analysis
of the relativity of deviance—perfect for use in conjunction with any of the core
deviance textbooks on the market—Curra answers such questions as: What is
deviance? What comprises deviant behavior? How are deviants treated? Why is
the same act sometimes praised and sometimes condemned as deviant behavior?
Through insightful and thought-provoking examples such as the blue people of
Kentucky, a woman who believes she is a vampire, autoerotic asphyxiates, and
others, Curra illustrates that deviance cannot be explained in terms of absolutes
nor can it be understood apart from its social setting. This book approaches issues
of sex, violence, theft, drugs, and mental disorders in a way that makes definitive
or objective judgments impossible.
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Editorial Review

Review

“It is well organized and well written, examines a range of timely matters, and provides a good many
interesting examples.”

(David F. Luckenbill)

“The author takes pains to include phenomenon that many choose to ignore. I find the author's inclusion of
these to be the greatest strengths of the text.”

(Patrick McGrain)

“The greatest strengths of this book: the marshaling of a vast array of knowledge from psychology, biology,
and especially anthropology to craft arguments in each chapter.”

(J. William Spencer)

“Many of the ideas are solid and the questions raised by the book are ones that must be raised in a society
that often idolizes authoritarians.”

(Thomas Brignall)

“I find the writing style to be a significant strength of this text.”

(Dr. Lisa Munson Weinberg)

“Interesting examples students can relate to.”

(Niame Adele)

About the Author
John Curra (PhD, Purdue University) is a professor at Eastern Kentucky University where he has taught
courses in introductory sociology, social deviance, criminology, sociological analysis, social problems,
social psychology, juvenile delinquency, and criminological theory since 1975. He has taught. In 1981, he
received the prestigious Excellence in Teaching Award from the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences.
In 2005–2007, he was selected as a Foundation Professor, one of the highest honors a professor can receive
at Eastern Kentucky University. In 2012, Curra moved to the Department of Criminal Justice in the School
of Justice Studies. That same year, he was awarded the Excellence in Teaching Award by the Department of
Criminal Justice in the College of Justice and Safety. Curra has authored or co-authored several texts, an
instructor’s manual, and a reader.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karla Whisenant:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because just
their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Relativity of Deviance to read.

Judy Young:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Relativity of Deviance is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Mandi Rice:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject The Relativity of
Deviance suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled The Relativity of Devianceis one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Rita Furguson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Relativity of Deviance that
give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react when it
comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you are able to pick The Relativity of Deviance become your own personal starter.
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