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No Equal Justice is the seminal work on race- and class-based double standards
in criminal justice. Hailed as a “shocking and necessary book” by The Economist,
it has become the standard reference point for anyone trying to understand the
fundamental inequalities in the American legal system. The book, written by
constitutional law scholar and civil liberties advocate David Cole, was named the
best nonfiction book of 1999 by the Boston Book Review and the best book on an
issue of national policy by the American Political Science Association.

No Equal Justice examines subjects ranging from police behavior and jury
selection to sentencing, and argues that our system does not merely fail to live up
to the promise of equality, but actively requires double standards to operate. Such
disparities,Cole argues, allow the privileged to enjoy constitutional protections
from police power without paying the costs associated with extending those
protections across the board to minorities and the poor.
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No Equal Justice is the seminal work on race- and class-based double standards in criminal justice. Hailed as
a “shocking and necessary book” by The Economist, it has become the standard reference point for anyone
trying to understand the fundamental inequalities in the American legal system. The book, written by
constitutional law scholar and civil liberties advocate David Cole, was named the best nonfiction book of
1999 by the Boston Book Review and the best book on an issue of national policy by the American Political
Science Association.

No Equal Justice examines subjects ranging from police behavior and jury selection to sentencing, and
argues that our system does not merely fail to live up to the promise of equality, but actively requires double
standards to operate. Such disparities,Cole argues, allow the privileged to enjoy constitutional protections
from police power without paying the costs associated with extending those protections across the board to
minorities and the poor.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The American criminal-justice system, writes Georgetown law professor David Cole, has effectively become
a two-tiered system, with differing levels of regard depending on the race or class of a given citizen who
comes into contact with it. The thousands of African Americans who have been confronted by law-
enforcement agents nationwide for "fitting the description" of alleged perpetrators would likely concur, but,
according to Cole, it isn't just the cops that operate this way; judges, prosecutors, juries, and legislators are
equally complicit. If the barrage of illustrative cases he presents in No Equal Justice paints a picture of an
antidemocratic society, his proposed solution--making the criminal-justice system more "community-based,"
strengthening the relationships between citizens to "stop" crime before it starts--holds out a promise of
equality. Critics may argue that such a plan is unrealistic, but the problems he describes are all too real, and
deserve the attention No Equal Justice provides.

From Publishers Weekly
Cole, a lawyer and Georgetown University professor, puts teeth into the argument that America has two
separate systems of justice?one for the privileged and educated, another for the poor and less educated,
which often means black and Latino people living in inner cities. Citing recent cases from around the
country, he documents widespread police brutality and corruption, including planting evidence and lying to
win convictions. He demonstrates the likelihood that several police tactics?e.g., pretextual traffic stops?that
are routinely applied to racial minorities would not be tolerated if applied to more privileged citizens. Cole's
catalogue of inequities is no less damning for being familiar: defendants charged with killing white victims
get the death penalty far more often than defendants charged with killing black victims; state-appointed
lawyers for indigent defendants are often overburdened and grossly incompetent. Cole goes beyond
complaint, however, and offers a reform strategy. Among the measures he calls for are a shift away from
mass incarceration toward community policing, "shaming" penalties in lieu of jail for some offenders and
offering monetary or other incentives to disadvantaged youth to stay in school. Cole's book is a well-argued,
passionate plea for an unabashedly liberal program to fight crime while honoring the constitution's protection
of individual rights.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
"Equality under the law" is a constant mantra in the U.S., whether the forum is the House Judiciary
Committee, a courtroom, or a campaign debate. Georgetown University law professor Cole judges our
criminal justice system as being far from equal. In balancing "two fundamental and competing interests: the
protection of constitutional rights and the protection of law-abiding citizens from crime," he argues, "we
have repeatedly mediated the tension not by picking one point on the continuum, but, in effect, by picking
two points--one for the more privileged and educated, the other for the poor and less educated." Cole traces
these double standards from the local police station to the Supreme Court, demonstrating how rights
promised to all Americans are compromised and undercut when the suspect's income is low or race is
nonwhite. A system of true "equal justice" would be more expensive, but Cole urges that, to rebuild the
system's legitimacy, this issue must be discussed, double standards must be eliminated, and communities
devastated by unequal justice must be rebuilt. Mary Carroll

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Sobel:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular No Equal Justice: Race and
Class in the American Criminal Justice System is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Harriette Corwin:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read
you can spent all day long to reading a publication. The book No Equal Justice: Race and Class in the
American Criminal Justice System it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book
you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The
price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Vicki Harris:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving No Equal Justice: Race and Class in
the American Criminal Justice System that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick No Equal Justice: Race and Class in
the American Criminal Justice System become your current starter.

Patricia Hooper:

You will get this No Equal Justice: Race and Class in the American Criminal Justice System by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book
by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways



for you.
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