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The most readable and comprehensive guide to enjoying over five hundred years
of classical music -- from Gregorian chants, Johann Sebastian Bach, and
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart to Johannes Brahms, Igor Stravinsky, John Cage,
and beyond.

The Vintage Guide to Classical Music is a lively -- and opinionated -- musical
history and an insider's key to the personalities, epochs, and genres of the
Western classical tradition. Among its features:
-- chronologically arranged essays on nearly 100 composers, from Guillaume de
Machaut (ca. 1300-1377) to Aaron Copland (1900-1990), that combine
biography with detailed analyses of the major works while assessing their role in
the social, cultural, and political climate of their times;
-- informative sidebars that clarify broader topics such as melody, polyphony,
atonality, and the impact of the early-music movement;
-- a glossary of musical terms, from a cappella to woodwinds;
-- a step-by-step guide to building a great classical music library.

Written with wit and a clarity that both musical experts and beginners can
appreciate, The Vintage Guide to Classical Music is an invaluable source-book
for music lovers everywhere.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap
The most readable and comprehensive guide to enjoying over five hundred years of classical music -- from
Gregorian chants, Johann Sebastian Bach, and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart to Johannes Brahms, Igor
Stravinsky, John Cage, and beyond.
The Vintage Guide to Classical Music is a lively -- and opinionated -- musical history and an insider's key to
the personalities, epochs, and genres of the Western classical tradition. Among its features:
-- chronologically arranged essays on nearly 100 composers, from Guillaume de Machaut (ca. 1300-1377) to
Aaron Copland (1900-1990), that combine biography with detailed analyses of the major works while
assessing their role in the social, cultural, and political climate of their times;
-- informative sidebars that clarify broader topics such as melody, polyphony, atonality, and the impact of the
early-music movement;
-- a glossary of musical terms, from a cappella to woodwinds;
-- a step-by-step guide to building a great classical music library.
Written with wit and a clarity that both musical experts and beginners can appreciate, The Vintage Guide to
Classical Music is an invaluable source-book for music lovers everywhere.

About the Author
Composer and writer Jan Swafford received degrees from Harvard and the Yale School of Music; his work
has been played throughout the United States and abroad. Among his awards are an NEA Composers Grant,
a Tanglewood Fellowship and a Mellon Faculty Fellowship at Harvard.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Perez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent all day long to reading a book. The book The Vintage Guide to Classical Music: An Indispensable
Guide for Understanding and Enjoying Classical Music it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Elizabeth Parker:

The Vintage Guide to Classical Music: An Indispensable Guide for Understanding and Enjoying Classical
Music can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because
this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every



word into delight arrangement in writing The Vintage Guide to Classical Music: An Indispensable Guide for
Understanding and Enjoying Classical Music nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader
the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Ethelyn Allen:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Vintage Guide to Classical
Music: An Indispensable Guide for Understanding and Enjoying Classical Music why because the amazing
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Robert Quinonez:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. The Vintage Guide to Classical Music: An Indispensable Guide for
Understanding and Enjoying Classical Music can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who
have those short free time problems.
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