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Poignant, funny, and utterly original, Ethel & Ernest is Raymond Briggs's
loving depiction of his parents' lives from their chance first encounter in the
1920s until their deaths in the 1970s.

Ethel and Ernest were solid members of the English working class, part of the
generation that lived through the most tumultuous years of the twentieth century.
They met during the Depression--she working as a maid, he as a milkman--and
we follow them as they court and marry, make a home, raise their son, and cope
with the dark days of World War II. Briggs's portrayal of how his parents
succeeded, or failed, in coming to terms with the events of their rapidly shifting
world--the advent of radio, television, and telephones; the development of the
atomic bomb; the moon landing; the social and political turmoil of the sixties--is
irresistibly engaging, full of sympathy and affection, yet clear-eyed and
unsentimental.

Briggs's illustrations are small masterpieces; coupled with the wonderfully
candid dialogue, they evoke the exhilaration and sorrow, excitement and
bewilderment, of experiencing such enormous changes. As much a social history
as a personal account, Ethel & Ernest is a moving tribute to ordinary people
living in an extraordinary time.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Raymond Briggs's loving tribute to his parents has an emotional power that far exceeds its deceptively
simple technique. Graphic in format, the book combines vigorous but sensitive illustrations with dialogue
that cogently elucidates its characters' personalities. Milkman Ernest meets lady's maid Ethel in 1928. In
short order they are married, holders of a mortgage, and parents of a boy--solid members of the English
working class, aspiring to more for their son. As they experience the Depression, World War II, postwar
prosperity and cultural upheaval, readers come to know them intimately. Ernest is left-wing, unashamedly
proletarian, and perennially enthusiastic about the great changes modernity is bringing, from unemployment
insurance to highways. Ethel is a Tory, a bit of a snob, and far more realistic about how much actual
improvement they can expect and what it will cost. They worry about their adored child constantly,
especially after he goes to art school. She gets sick and grows senile in 1970; he dies shortly after her in
1971. It's hard to imagine a reader who won't weep when their son looks at the pear tree in the yard of the
house the couple inhabited for 41 years and says, "I grew it from a pip." Plain words and plain people strike a
universal chord in this touching memoir. --Wendy Smith

From Publishers Weekly
This wonderful book by noted children's author/illustrator Briggs (The Snowman) is something quite new:
the story of his parents' quiet lives, played out against the stirring events of the century, done as a comic
strip. Ethel was a rather timid ladies' maid, Ernest a dashing milkman, when they first saw each other in
1928. He swept her off in a whirlwind courtship, and they bought the little London row house where they
were to live the rest of their days. In pictures exquisitely attuned to the niceties of English domestic
architecture and period clothes, Briggs takes Ethel and Ernest fondly through the decades. He is born, a
source of great joy, but it's a difficult birth and Ethel is told she can't have any more children. World War II
approaches, and little Raymond is sent off to the country as an evacuee. After the war, Ernest, an ardent
Socialist, believes that utopia has arrived, while the more cautious and conservative Ethel keeps bringing him
back to earth. Then come the wonders of their first car, the advent of television, Raymond's eventual
marriage in the swinging '60s and the aging couple's gradual decline into senility, floowed by their deaths
within weeks of each other. The dialogue is heartbreakingly accurate, the pictures cinematic in their
conveyance of delight and drama; the whole book is not only a deeply moving testament to "ordinary" folk
but a precious piece of social historyAthe essence of a lower-middle-class English life over seven decades.
This was deservedly a bestseller in England and warrants no less here. (Oct.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-An engrossing and revelatory picture story. After a brief courtship, Ethel, a ladies' maid, and Ernest, a
milkman, married and bought a house. Much bemused at the size and amenities of this dwelling, they settled
in to make a home. After some years, their only child, Raymond, was born and the small family moved
through the world of working-class England before, during, and after World War II. Ernest's strong socialist
bent contrasted with Ethel's admiration of the vanishing aristocracy. The Depression years, Raymond's
evacuation during the war, the Blitz and the extended rationing, and the new socialistic government policies
and the relative security of the '50s are realistically portrayed in both colored pictures and text. While
presenting this story in a comic-strip format, Briggs doesn't flinch at revealing personal details; at the end,
readers see his mother's disease-ravaged corpse and his father's inability to carry on. This is a vivid chronicle
of a time and place not very far past and the life story of an average, but loved and loving couple. As a
memoir, as a graphic novel, as an invitation to participate in someone else's memories, it is most successful.



A quick but haunting read that's sure to involve anyone who picks it up.
Susan H. Woodcock, Chantilly Regional Library, VA
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katie Barry:

The book Ethel And Ernest gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make
your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Ethel And Ernest for being your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Ethel And Ernest.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this book?

Dianne Roy:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Ethel And
Ernest suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Ethel And Ernestis one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Victor Dinh:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer could be Ethel And Ernest why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Nancy Byrom:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Ethel And Ernest when you necessary it?
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