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Their very names--Gettysburg, Waterloo, Stalingrad--evoke images of great
triumph and equally great suffering, moments when history seemed to hang in
the balance. Considered in relation to each other, such battles--and others of less
immediate renown--offer insight into the changing nature of armed combat,
advances in technology, shifts in strategy and thought, as well as altered
geopolitical landscapes. The most significant military engagements in history
define the very nature of war.

In his newest book, Richard Overy plumbs over 3,000 years of history, from the
Fall of Troy in 1200 BC to the Fall of Baghdad in 2003, to locate the 100 battles
that he believes the most momentous. Arranged by themes such as leadership,
innovation, deception, and courage under fire, Overy presents engaging essays on
each battle that together provide a rich picture of how combat has changed
through the ages, as well as highlighting what has remained consistent despite
advances in technology.

The battles covered here offer a wide geographic sweep, from ancient Greece to
China, Constantinople to Moscow, North to South America, providing a picture
of the dominant empires across time and context for comparison between various
military cultures. From familiar engagements like Thermopylae (480 BC),
Verdun (1916), and the Tet Offensive (1968) to lesser-studied battles such as
Zama (202 BC), Arsuf (1191), and Navarino Bay (1827), Overy presents the key
actors, choices, and contingencies, focusing on those details--sometimes
overlooked--that decided the battle. The American victory at the Battle of
Midway, for example, was determined by only ten bombs. It was, as Wellington
said of Waterloo, a "near run thing."

Rather than focusing on the question of victory or defeat, Overy examines what
an engagement can tell us on a larger level about the history of warfare itself.
New weapons and tactics can have a sudden impact on the outcome of a battle--
but so too can leadership, or the effects of a clever deception, or raw courage.
Overy offers a deft and visually captivating look at the engagements that have
shaped the course of human history, and changed the face of warfare.
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Their very names--Gettysburg, Waterloo, Stalingrad--evoke images of great triumph and equally great
suffering, moments when history seemed to hang in the balance. Considered in relation to each other, such
battles--and others of less immediate renown--offer insight into the changing nature of armed combat,
advances in technology, shifts in strategy and thought, as well as altered geopolitical landscapes. The most
significant military engagements in history define the very nature of war.

In his newest book, Richard Overy plumbs over 3,000 years of history, from the Fall of Troy in 1200 BC to
the Fall of Baghdad in 2003, to locate the 100 battles that he believes the most momentous. Arranged by
themes such as leadership, innovation, deception, and courage under fire, Overy presents engaging essays on
each battle that together provide a rich picture of how combat has changed through the ages, as well as
highlighting what has remained consistent despite advances in technology.

The battles covered here offer a wide geographic sweep, from ancient Greece to China, Constantinople to
Moscow, North to South America, providing a picture of the dominant empires across time and context for
comparison between various military cultures. From familiar engagements like Thermopylae (480 BC),
Verdun (1916), and the Tet Offensive (1968) to lesser-studied battles such as Zama (202 BC), Arsuf (1191),
and Navarino Bay (1827), Overy presents the key actors, choices, and contingencies, focusing on those
details--sometimes overlooked--that decided the battle. The American victory at the Battle of Midway, for
example, was determined by only ten bombs. It was, as Wellington said of Waterloo, a "near run thing."

Rather than focusing on the question of victory or defeat, Overy examines what an engagement can tell us on
a larger level about the history of warfare itself. New weapons and tactics can have a sudden impact on the
outcome of a battle--but so too can leadership, or the effects of a clever deception, or raw courage. Overy
offers a deft and visually captivating look at the engagements that have shaped the course of human history,
and changed the face of warfare.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Richard Overy is Professor of History at the University of Exeter. In 2001 he was awarded the Samuel Eliot
Morison Prize of the Society for Military History for his contribution to the history of warfare. He has
published over twenty books on the subject, including Russia's War: A History of the Soviet Effort: 1941-
1945 and Why the Allies Won.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephanie Knowles:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book A History of War in 100 Battles had been
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The publication A History of War in 100 Battles is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book A History of War in 100 Battles. You never
really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Alan Malbrough:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that
need more time to be study. A History of War in 100 Battles can be your answer given it can be read by you
who have those short time problems.

Michael Gage:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This A History of War in 100 Battles is
simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space
to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Dianne Janelle:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so



many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and A History of War in 100 Battles as well as others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
A History of War in 100 Battles to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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