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Brown in the Windy City is the first history to examine the migration and
settlement of Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in postwar Chicago. Lilia Fernández
reveals how the two populations arrived in Chicago in the midst of tremendous
social and economic change and, in spite of declining industrial employment and
massive urban renewal projects, managed to carve out a geographic and racial
place in one of America’s great cities. Through their experiences in the city’s
central neighborhoods over the course of these three decades, Fernández
demonstrates how Mexicans and Puerto Ricans collectively articulated a distinct
racial position in Chicago, one that was flexible and fluid, neither black nor
white.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Brown in the Windy City is an essential read."
(Time Out Chicago)

“With astute attention to the parallel trajectories and overlapping nature of Mexican Americans’ and Puerto
Ricans’ histories, Lilia Fernández paints a rich portrait of neighborhood life, moving beyond broad strokes
and the white-black racial binary. Told with detail, substance, and nuance, Brown in the Windy City is an
important story that is likely to become a foundational book.”

(Carmen Teresa Whalen From Puerto Rico to Philadelphia: Puerto Rican Workers and Postwar Economies)

"Lilia Fernandez’s Brown in the Windy City is a rich, historically-nuanced examination of the social,
political, and cultural forces that shaped the formation of Chicago’s Puerto Rican and ethnic Mexican
community. In pointing our attention to this history, Fernandez’s careful examination of the process of
displacement, neighborhood change, and public housing construction unveils how Puerto Ricans and, at
times, Mexicans disturbed the racial hierarchy and destabilized the rigid housing color line in Chicago.
Brown in the Windy City is a valuable contribution to Latino History, urban history, and immigration
history."

(Adrian Burgos, Jr. University of Illinois)

“A work of striking originality, scope, and nuance, Brown in the Windy City provides the most
comprehensive treatment of the entwined histories of ethnic Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Chicago.
Meticulously researched and beautifully written, Fernandez’s study marks a major intervention in the history
of race and racialization, urban history, and interdisciplinary Latino studies scholarship.”

(David G. Gutiérrez University of California, San Diego)

"Brown in the Windy City portrays the struggle of Puerto Ricans and Mexicans as they made their way to a
postwar Chicago already bifurcated by race. Neither black nor white, these newcomers carved an important
place for themselves in the city’s social, economic, and political sphere. Their experiences both overlapped
and diverged as they settled in the inner city and developed into an important component in the city’s life
while struggling with unresolved issues of integration and economic development. Brown in the Windy
City  explores these matters in subtle and instructive ways shedding light on the immigrant experience and
the development of community in an urban post-industrial setting."
(Dominic Pacyga author of Chicago: A Biography)

"This book is a crucial addition to the scholarship and a must-read for those interested in the history of urban
Latinos/as in the United States, racialization of non-European immigrants, the role of Latina women in
advancing the community, as well as the more general history of post-World War II America."
(Michael Innis-Jiménez, University of Alabama Journal of American Ethnic History 2014-08-05)

“Fernández offers nuanced and meticulous analysis throughout. . . . The first historical study to examine



Chicago’s Mexican and Puerto Rican populations in the same frame. . . . [and] the first to consider the central
role of Latino Chicagoans in the city’s fabled urban planning history.”
(Journal of Social History)

About the Author

 Lilia Fernández is associate professor in the Department of History at Ohio State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For you who want
to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Brown in the Windy City: Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in
Postwar Chicago (Historical Studies of Urban America) book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Karen Olden:

Here thing why this specific Brown in the Windy City: Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago
(Historical Studies of Urban America) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Brown in the Windy City: Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago (Historical Studies of Urban
America) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there
is no guide that similar with Brown in the Windy City: Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago
(Historical Studies of Urban America). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties
in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Brown in the Windy City: Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in
Postwar Chicago (Historical Studies of Urban America) in e-book can be your option.

James Cansler:

You can obtain this Brown in the Windy City: Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago (Historical
Studies of Urban America) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not
only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.



Tina Wilson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Brown in the Windy City:
Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago (Historical Studies of Urban America) or others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Brown in the
Windy City: Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago (Historical Studies of Urban America) to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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