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"Don't talk to strangers" is the advice long given to children by parents of all
classes and races. Today it has blossomed into a fundamental precept of civic
education, reflecting interracial distrust, personal and political alienation, and a
profound suspicion of others. In this powerful and eloquent essay, Danielle
Allen, a 2002 MacArthur Fellow, takes this maxim back to Little Rock, rooting
out the seeds of distrust to replace them with "a citizenship of political
friendship."

Returning to the landmark Brown v. Board of Education decision of 1954 and to
the famous photograph of Elizabeth Eckford, one of the Little Rock Nine, being
cursed by fellow "citizen" Hazel Bryan, Allen argues that we have yet to
complete the transition to political friendship that this moment offered. By
combining brief readings of philosophers and political theorists with personal
reflections on race politics in Chicago, Allen proposes strikingly practical
techniques of citizenship. These tools of political friendship, Allen contends, can
help us become more trustworthy to others and overcome the fossilized distrust
among us.

Sacrifice is the key concept that bridges citizenship and trust, according to Allen.
She uncovers the ordinary, daily sacrifices citizens make to keep democracy
working—and offers methods for recognizing and reciprocating those sacrifices.
Trenchant, incisive, and ultimately hopeful, Talking to Strangers is nothing less
than a manifesto for a revitalized democratic citizenry.

“Allen understands that democracy originates in the subjective dimension of
everyday life, and she focuses on what she calls our ‘habit of citizenship’—the
ways we often unconsciously regard and interact with fellow citizens. . .
. [Her] focus on race is entirely appropriate.”—Nick Bromell, Boston Review
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"Don't talk to strangers" is the advice long given to children by parents of all classes and races. Today it has
blossomed into a fundamental precept of civic education, reflecting interracial distrust, personal and political
alienation, and a profound suspicion of others. In this powerful and eloquent essay, Danielle Allen, a 2002
MacArthur Fellow, takes this maxim back to Little Rock, rooting out the seeds of distrust to replace them
with "a citizenship of political friendship."

Returning to the landmark Brown v. Board of Education decision of 1954 and to the famous photograph of
Elizabeth Eckford, one of the Little Rock Nine, being cursed by fellow "citizen" Hazel Bryan, Allen argues
that we have yet to complete the transition to political friendship that this moment offered. By combining
brief readings of philosophers and political theorists with personal reflections on race politics in Chicago,
Allen proposes strikingly practical techniques of citizenship. These tools of political friendship, Allen
contends, can help us become more trustworthy to others and overcome the fossilized distrust among us.

Sacrifice is the key concept that bridges citizenship and trust, according to Allen. She uncovers the ordinary,
daily sacrifices citizens make to keep democracy working—and offers methods for recognizing and
reciprocating those sacrifices. Trenchant, incisive, and ultimately hopeful, Talking to Strangers is nothing
less than a manifesto for a revitalized democratic citizenry.

“Allen understands that democracy originates in the subjective dimension of everyday life, and she focuses
on what she calls our ‘habit of citizenship’—the ways we often unconsciously regard and interact with
fellow citizens. . . . [Her] focus on race is entirely appropriate.”—Nick Bromell, Boston Review
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Danielle S. Allen is dean of the Division of the Humanities as well as professor in the Department of
Classical Languages and Literatures, Department of Political Science, and Committee on Social Thought at
the University of Chicago. She is the author of The World of Prometheus: The Politics of Punishing in
Democratic Athens.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deloras Pinkston:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to
answer that question because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Talking to Strangers:
Anxieties of Citizenship since Brown v. Board of Education to read.

Thomas Barreto:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Talking to Strangers: Anxieties of
Citizenship since Brown v. Board of Education book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Randy Mosley:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Talking to Strangers: Anxieties of
Citizenship since Brown v. Board of Education can give you a lot of close friends because by you
investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's
have Talking to Strangers: Anxieties of Citizenship since Brown v. Board of Education.



Richard Taylor:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Talking to Strangers: Anxieties
of Citizenship since Brown v. Board of Education to make your own reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make
you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for
you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Talking to Strangers: Anxieties of
Citizenship since Brown v. Board of Education can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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