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The Guardian of Every Other Right chronicles the pivotal role of property rights
in fashioning the American constitutional order from the colonial era to the
current controversies over eminent domain and land use controls. The book
emphasizes the interplay of law, ideology, politics, and economic change in
shaping constitutional thought and provides a historical perspective on the
contemporary debate about property rights. Since publication of the original
edition of this work, both academic and popular interest in the constitutional
rights of property owners has markedly increased. Now in its third edition, this
text has been revised to incorporate a full treatment of important judicial
decisions, notable legislation, and scholarship since the second edition appeared
in 1997. In particular, Ely provides helpful background and context for
understanding the controversial Kelo decision relating to the exercise of eminent
domain power for "public use." Covering the entire history of property rights in
the United States, this new edition continues to fill a major gap in the literature of
constitutional history and is an ideal text for students of legal and constitutional
history.
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controls. The book emphasizes the interplay of law, ideology, politics, and economic change in shaping
constitutional thought and provides a historical perspective on the contemporary debate about property
rights. Since publication of the original edition of this work, both academic and popular interest in the
constitutional rights of property owners has markedly increased. Now in its third edition, this text has been
revised to incorporate a full treatment of important judicial decisions, notable legislation, and scholarship
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Editorial Review

Review

Acclaim for previous editions
"An informative and balanced account of the history of property rights protections under the
Constitution."--The American Journal of Legal History

Acclaim for previous editions
"This slender volume should serve well on reading lists both in introductory American history courses and in
upper-division legal history or constitutional law courses."--The American Historical Review

Acclaim for previous editions
"Greatly clarifies the pivotal place of private property in the American system. Through a sophisticated
historical analysis, Ely illuminates two recurring issues of great importance: the constitutional limits on
government regulation of property and the complex relationship between property ownership and individual
liberty."--Norman Dorsen, New York University School of Law

Acclaim for previous editions
"A wonderfully compact odyssey through the history of constitutional protection for property rights in this
country. Tracing the winding evolution of Supreme Court decisions that affected the uses and enjoyment of
property, as well as the government's attempts to regulate the same, Ely constructs a comprehensive, yet
surprisingly readable examination of the issues."--The Journal of Southern History

Review
"An impressively concise treatment of a complex topic. Ely manages to focus admirably, making this an
excellent supplementary text for a course in constitutional law."--Dan O'Bryan, Sierra Nevada College

Praise for the previous edition

"An informative and balanced account of the history of property rights protections under the Constitution."--
The American Journal of Legal History

"Greatly clarifies the pivotal place of private property in the American system. Through a sophisticated
historical analysis, Ely illuminates two recurring issues of great importance: the constitutional limits on
government regulation of property and the complex relationship between property ownership and individual
liberty."--Norman Dorsen, New York University School of Law



"A fine overview of property rights in the courts, which makes a good foundation for the study of present
day land use planning and land use controls."--Irving Schiffman, California State University, Chico

About the Author
James W. Ely, Jr. is Milton R. Underwood Professor of Law and Professor of History at Vanderbilt
University. He is the author or editor of sixteen books, including Ambivalent Legacy: A Legal History of the
South (1984), An Uncertain Tradition: Constitutionalism and the History of the South (1989), The Bill of
Rights in Modern America: After 200 Years (1993), The Chief Justiceship of Melville W. Fuller, 1888-1910
(1995), and Railroads and American Law (2001).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Henry Evans:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book The Guardian of Every Other Right: A Constitutional History of
Property Rights (Bicentennial Essays on the Bill of Rights) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Ross Fletcher:

You can find this The Guardian of Every Other Right: A Constitutional History of Property Rights
(Bicentennial Essays on the Bill of Rights) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing
it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Dennis Ramirez:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and The Guardian of Every Other Right: A Constitutional
History of Property Rights (Bicentennial Essays on the Bill of Rights) as well as others sources were given
know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Guardian of Every
Other Right: A Constitutional History of Property Rights (Bicentennial Essays on the Bill of Rights) to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.



Mario Curtin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The Guardian of Every Other Right:
A Constitutional History of Property Rights (Bicentennial Essays on the Bill of Rights).
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