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The second edition of this accessible study of Mexico includes two new features:
an examination of cultural developments since Independence from Spain in 1821
and a discussion of contemporary issues up to the time of publication. Several
new plates with captions expand the thematic coverage in the book. The updated
edition examines the administration of Vicente Fox, who came to power with the
elections of 2000. The new sections reinforce the importance of Mexico's long
and disparate history, from the Precolumbian era onwards, in shaping the country
as it is today. This Concise History looks at Mexico from political, economic and
cultural perspectives, and tackles controversial themes such as the impact of the
Spanish Conquest and the struggle to establish an independent Mexico. A broad
range of readers interested in the modern-day Americas should find here a
helpful introduction to this vibrant and dynamic North-American society.
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modern-day Americas should find here a helpful introduction to this vibrant and dynamic North-American
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Editorial Review

Review
' ... the book ... invites debate among scholars. General readers will find it a useful ... introduction to Mexican
history.' The Times Literary Supplement

'The great difference between this book and its predecessors is a periodisation which corresponds to the most
recent debates in Mexican historiography and an innovative approach to the history of the indigenous
American peoples. This is a periodisation, which allows for the identification of continuities as well as
dividing lines. In such a way, the traditional turning-points at 1810 and 1910, have been set within their
respective contexts, the period of Destabilisation and Fragmentation (1770-1867) and a period of
Reconstruction (1867-1940).' Raymond Buve, HISTORIA LATINOAMERICANA EN EUROPA

'While providing a clear and yet highly sophisticated synthesis of the main themes that have characterised
Mexico's development from the pre-Columbian era to the present, Hamnett also revises the periodisation that
has generally been accepted in the traditional historiography. In other words, he has succeeded in pulling off
a near-impossible feat: to provide the newcomer to Mexico with an engaging introduction to the country's
history and provoke the specialists into rethinking the way historians have tended to portray the country's
political progression, in particular from colony to nation-state. Moreover, Hamnett's synthesis, in
incorporating the different interpretations that have come to be espoused over the last twenty years, provides
a refreshingly novel and revisionist approach to the subject.' Will Fowler, Journal of Latin American Studies

'Hamnett develops this Concise History of Mexico in a way which shows the interrelation of political,
economic, social and cultural elements, thereby deepening the analysis beyond descriptive history. This can
be seen from the opening, 'Mexico in Perspective', which deals with themes such as Mexican migration to
the United States, the frontier question, the drug trade, the North-American Free Trade Area Treaty, and the
generally complicated nature of relations between Mexico and the United States. At the same time, he
examines what he has called 'the Indian question', deeply problematic and very much alive. In such a way, he
begins this study of the inequalities and contrasts, many of them rooted in Mexican history and rarely studied
like this until now.' MARIA JUSTINA SARABIA VIEJO, ANUARIO DE ESTUDIOS AMERICANOS

'A superior, accessible history of Mexico that does full justice to the origins of the country's complex
multiethnic and multicultural texture.' Kenneth Maxwell, Foreign Affairs

' ... a survey of Mexican history which makes for a perfect introduction for either general or high school
readers.' Reviewer's Bookwatch

'Hamnett develops this Concise History of Mexico in a way which shows the interrelation of political,
economic, social and cultural elements, thereby deepening the analysis beyond descriptive history.' Anuario
de Estudios Americanos

About the Author
Brian Hamnett is a Research Professor in History at the University of Essex. He has researched and travelled
widely in the Iberian peninsula and Latin America, and written extensively on Mexico. His recent
publications deal with the late Spanish colonial period, the struggles for independence, and nineteenth-
century Mexican history.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Branch:

The book A Concise History of Mexico (Cambridge Concise Histories) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book A
Concise History of Mexico (Cambridge Concise Histories)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book A Concise History of Mexico (Cambridge Concise Histories) has simple shape however you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Laura McLaughlin:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book A Concise History of Mexico (Cambridge Concise Histories) it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features
high quality.

Christopher Jorge:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled A
Concise History of Mexico (Cambridge Concise Histories) your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The A Concise History of Mexico (Cambridge Concise
Histories) giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Steven Delorme:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be A Concise History of Mexico (Cambridge Concise



Histories) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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