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Ambrose of Milan (340-397) was the first Christian bishop to write a systematic
account of Christian ethics, in the treatise De Officiis, variously translated as "on
duties" or "on responsibilities." But Ambrose also dealt with the moral life in
other works, notably his sermons on the patriarchs and his addresses to
catechumens and newly baptized. There is a vast modern literature on Ambrose,
but only in recent decades has he begun to be taken seriously as a thinker, not
just as a working bishop and ecclesiastical politician. Because Ambrose was one
of the few Latin Christian writers in antiquity who knew Greek, another major
area of Ambrose scholarship has been the study of his sources, notably the
Jewish philosopher Philo, and Christian writers such as Origen of Alexandria.
In this book, Warren Smith examines the neglected biblical, liturgical and
theological foundations of Ambrose's thought on ethics. Earlier studies have
found little that was distinctively Christian in Ambrose's image of the virtuous
person. Smith shows that though, like the pagans, Ambrose emphasized
moderation, courage, justice, and prudence, for him these characteristics were
shaped by the church's beliefs about God's salvific economy. The courage of a
Christian facing persecution, for example, was an expression of faith in Christ's
resurrection and the church's eschatological hope. Eschatology, for Ambrose,
was not pagan wisdom clothed in pious language, but the very logic upon which
virtue rests.
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Ambrose of Milan (340-397) was the first Christian bishop to write a systematic account of Christian ethics,
in the treatise De Officiis, variously translated as "on duties" or "on responsibilities." But Ambrose also dealt
with the moral life in other works, notably his sermons on the patriarchs and his addresses to catechumens
and newly baptized. There is a vast modern literature on Ambrose, but only in recent decades has he begun
to be taken seriously as a thinker, not just as a working bishop and ecclesiastical politician. Because
Ambrose was one of the few Latin Christian writers in antiquity who knew Greek, another major area of
Ambrose scholarship has been the study of his sources, notably the Jewish philosopher Philo, and Christian
writers such as Origen of Alexandria.
In this book, Warren Smith examines the neglected biblical, liturgical and theological foundations of
Ambrose's thought on ethics. Earlier studies have found little that was distinctively Christian in Ambrose's
image of the virtuous person. Smith shows that though, like the pagans, Ambrose emphasized moderation,
courage, justice, and prudence, for him these characteristics were shaped by the church's beliefs about God's
salvific economy. The courage of a Christian facing persecution, for example, was an expression of faith in
Christ's resurrection and the church's eschatological hope. Eschatology, for Ambrose, was not pagan wisdom
clothed in pious language, but the very logic upon which virtue rests.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In this careful new study, Warren Smith not only demonstrates the theological foundations of Ambrose's
ethics, but he gives the most informative account of Ambrose's spirituality and theology of baptism to date.
Christian Grace and Pagan Virtue will be of interest to students of early Christian liturgy, the history of
Christian ethics, and patristic theology alike."
--Christopher A. Beeley, Water H. Gray Associate Professor of Anglican Studies and Patristics, Yale
Divinity School

"Warren Smith's wonderful book is not about ethics. Far more important, Smith places Ambrose's ethical
thought against the background of the whole theological drama, giving us a much needed view of how ethics
in early Christian thought could be developed in the context not only of classical philosophical/therapeutic
traditions, but also of Christian theology's emerging vision. In so doing, Smith also helps to recover the sheer
vitality and constructive genius of Ambrose the theologian."
--Lewis Ayres, Bede Professor of Catholic Theology, University of Durham

"Here is a very insightful study on Ambrose as a moral theologian, which confirms, once and for all, that the
bishop's perspective was far more informed and motivated by the appropriation of Scripture and the quest for
Christian virtue than it was by concocting schemes for dominating Milan and Northern Italy."
--D. H. Williams, Professor of Religion in Patristics and Historical Theology, Baylor University

About the Author

Assistant Professor of Historical Theology, Duke Divinity School

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andre Roberts:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Christian Grace and Pagan Virtue: The
Theological Foundation of Ambrose's Ethics (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology). All type of book
would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.



Many Shirley:

The publication untitled Christian Grace and Pagan Virtue: The Theological Foundation of Ambrose's Ethics
(Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of Christian Grace and Pagan Virtue: The Theological Foundation of
Ambrose's Ethics (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Lisa Martin:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Christian Grace and Pagan Virtue: The
Theological Foundation of Ambrose's Ethics (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) was colourful and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Christian Grace and Pagan Virtue: The
Theological Foundation of Ambrose's Ethics (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.

Dwight Hancock:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Christian Grace and Pagan Virtue: The Theological Foundation of Ambrose's
Ethics (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Christian Grace and Pagan Virtue: The
Theological Foundation of Ambrose's Ethics (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology). You can more
pleasing than now.
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