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Islam has become the new spectre haunting Europe. All too often, even well-
meaning liberals portray the modern resurgence of Islam as the new “Green
Menace”—intolerant, medieval and barbaric—which has replaced Communism
as the main threat to Western civilization and values. For Aziz Al-Azmeh, this
Orientalist and racist view of Islam is nothing but the mirror-image of the myths
propagated by Islamic fundamentalists and radicals. Both views share an
erroneous and ahistorical conception of Islam as an unchanging and monolithic
entity. Surveying both its social origins and its intellectual genealogy, Al-Azmeh
rethinks the relationship between Islam and the West, uncovering a rich actual
history of interaction.

In this expanded new edition, the author examines the discourse surrounding
Islamism and irrationalism after 9/11.
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modern resurgence of Islam as the new “Green Menace”—intolerant, medieval and barbaric—which has
replaced Communism as the main threat to Western civilization and values. For Aziz Al-Azmeh, this
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In this expanded new edition, the author examines the discourse surrounding Islamism and irrationalism after
9/11.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Islams and Modernities raises urgent questions that are central to the concerns of the contemporary
world.”—Guardian

“Aziz Al-Azmeh is perhaps the most original thinker on these themes in Britain today.”—New Statesman

“Deserves to be widely read.”—Times Literary Supplement

“An invaluable addition to the growing literature available.”—Times Higher Education Supplement

“The importance of this work is difficult to exaggerate.”—Middle East Studies Association Bulletin

About the Author
Aziz Al-Azmeh was born in Damascus. He received the PhD in Oriental Studies from University of Oxford.
He is currently University Professor at the Central European University in Budapest, Hungary. His other
works include Keywords, Islam in Europe, Ibn Khladun, and The Times of History.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

In other case, little persons like to read book Islams and Modernities. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book Islams and Modernities.
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to
the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's read.

Effie Peoples:

This Islams and Modernities book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you
will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Islams
and Modernities without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't become worry Islams and Modernities can bring once you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Islams
and Modernities having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested
in reading.



Dominick Tran:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is
this Islams and Modernities.

Mary Brown:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Islams and Modernities publication written
by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Islams and Modernities as good book not simply by the
cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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