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From 1877 to 1892, Dr. Thomas Neill Cream murdered seven women, all
prostitutes or patients seeking abortions, in England and North America. A
Prescription for Murder begins with Angus McLaren's vividly detailed story of
the killings. Using press reports and police dossiers, McLaren investigates the
links between crime and respectability to reveal a remarkable range of Victorian
sexual tensions and fears. McLaren explores how the roles of murderer and
victim were created, and how similar tensions might contribute to the onslaught
of serial killing in today's society.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This perspective study by a professor of history at the University of Victoria, British Columbia, is less a true-
crime story than a sociological analysis. Cream, imprisoned for murder in the U.S., emigrated to England on
his release and there fatally poisoned at least four prostitutes in 1891 and 1892 with strychnine, for which he
was hanged. McLaren views Cream as partly a madman and partly a product of the culture of his day, a
society in which independent women began to demand rights. Their rebellion changed attitudes toward
abortion and prostitution, but above all increased feelings of misogyny. The book provides a searching look
at a murderer, London society of the 1890s, the demimonde and the police. Illustrations not seen by PW.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Everyone is familiar with the case of Jack the Ripper, who, in 1888, gained notoriety (and legendary status)
through his horrific murders. Why have we never heard of Dr. Cream, who only a few years later committed
the same crimes, and many more of them? McLaren (history, Univ. of Victoria, British Columbia) offers a
strictly factual rundown of Cream's use of strychnine on his patients, prostitutes, and possibly even his wife
during a 16-year period. Our interest in the case is then developed and deepened by the second part of the
book, in which McLaren investigates the societal backdrop against which the murders took place. McLaren
outlines the position of women, and specifically prostitutes, at the time and gives an excellent chapter on
illegal abortion that sheds light on what women endured to end pregnancies (some of Cream's victims came
to him for abortion purposes). This is an excellent addition to academic and larger public collections.
- Linda Smith, Mobil Corp. Lib., Fairfax, Va.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
From 1877 to 1892, Dr. Thomas Neill Cream murdered seven women, all prostitutes or patients seeking
abortions, in England and North America. A Prescription for Murder begins with Angus McLaren s vividly
detailed story of the killings. Using press reports and police dossiers, McLaren investigates the links between
crime and respectability to reveal a remarkable range of Victorian sexual tensions and fears. McLaren
explores how the roles of murderer and victim were created, and how similar tensions might contribute to the
onslaught of serial killing in today s society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Teresa Powers:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept A Prescription
for Murder: The Victorian Serial Killings of Dr. Thomas Neill Cream (The Chicago Series on Sexuality,
History, and Society) suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual
book untitled A Prescription for Murder: The Victorian Serial Killings of Dr. Thomas Neill Cream (The
Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society)is the main one of several books this everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and



so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Sergio Kelley:

The book with title A Prescription for Murder: The Victorian Serial Killings of Dr. Thomas Neill Cream
(The Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society) includes a lot of information that you can study it.
You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Belinda Kirwin:

Beside this A Prescription for Murder: The Victorian Serial Killings of Dr. Thomas Neill Cream (The
Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from
the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have A Prescription for Murder: The Victorian Serial Killings of Dr. Thomas Neill Cream (The Chicago
Series on Sexuality, History, and Society) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Jordan Miller:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top listing in your
reading list is definitely A Prescription for Murder: The Victorian Serial Killings of Dr. Thomas Neill Cream
(The Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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