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In this eye-opening memoir, Lisa Crystal Carver recalls her extraordinary youth
and charts the late-80s, early-90s punk subculture that she helped shape. She
recounts how her band Suckdog was born in 1987 and the wild events that
followed: leaving small-town New Hampshire to tour Europe at 18, becoming a
teen publisher of fanzines, a teen bride, and a teen prostitute. Spin has called
Suckdog's album Drugs Are Nice one of the best of the '90s, and the book
includes photos of infamous European shows. Yet the book also tells of how Lisa
saw the need for change in 1994, when her baby was born with a chromosomal
deletion and his father became violent. With lasting lightness and surprising
gravity, Drugs Are Nice is a definitive account of the generation that wanted to
break every rule, but also a story of an artist and a mother becoming an adult on
her own terms.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Shock-performance artist Carver (Dancing Queen) offers a spunky, well-fashioned memoir devoid of self-
pity but heavy on moral-of-the-story hindsight. Carver grew up in Dover, N.H., with a sickly mother, but
spent her 15th year with her father in California, when he got out of prison for murder. His hard-knock
lessons "shame and shock [her] out of everything [she] knew to be and think," so that when she returned to
Dover, she was transformed and fearless. Meeting "scum-rocker" GG Allin inspired her and a friend to start
a "band," Suckdog, and join the wave of atonal, angry prankster gigs then in vogue (it was the late 1980s).
Connected to the DIY underground, a cassette-trading society that eliminates the need for producers, seed
money, even talent, Carver met and married French music rebel Jean Louis Costes; together they achieved
notoriety with their outlandish performances (one act involved her peeing in a litter box). Other jobs include
publishing the early zine Rollerderby, which segues into an infatuation with the troubled neo-Nazi Boyd
Rice. Carver had Rice's child, born genetically disabled, and the family collapsed when Rice revealed
himself to be an abusive alcoholic. Carver slides into a chirpy concluding regeneration, while the overall ride
of this iconoclast is surprisingly tame.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Carver's observations are dead-on and she tackles everything with a sharp, clean honesty." -- Chicago
Reader

"The 31-year-old married mother from Dover may well be the country's supreme cultural anthropologist: part
literary provocateur, part social analyst. She's been called everything from this decade's ultimate
underground Renaissance woman to America's horniest optimist. Hunter S. Thompson in a miniskirt." --
Boston Magazine

"When Newt Gingrich wakes up sweating in the middle of the night with a hard-on and a sense of nameless
dread, the face that he sees might be Lisa Carver's." -- Time Out New York

"With her tart writing and unswerving devotion to lowbrow culture, Carver sound like Camille Paglia
channeling both Tonya Harding and Liz Phair." -- Dwight Garner, Details

Shock-performance artist Carver (Dancing Queen) offers a spunky, well-fashioned memoir devoid of self-
pity but heavy on moral-of-the-story hindsight. Carver grew up in Dover, N.H., with a sickly mother, but
spent her 15th year with her father in California, when he got out of prison for murder. His hard-knock
lessons "shame and shock [her] out of everything [she] knew to be and think," so that when she returned to
Dover, she was transformed and fearless. Meeting "scum-rocker" GG Allin inspired her and a friend to start
a "band," Suckdog, and join the wave of atonal, angry prankster gigs then in vogue (it was the late 1980s).
Connected to the DIY underground, a cassette-trading society that eliminates the need for producers, seed
money, even talent, Carver met and married French music rebel Jean Louis Costes; together they achieved
notoriety with their outlandish performances (one act involved her peeing in a litter box). Other jobs include
publishing the early zine Rollerderby, which segues into an infatuation with the troubled neo-Nazi Boyd
Rice. Carver had Rice's child, born genetically disabled, and the family collapsed when Rice revealed
himself to be an abusive alcoholic. Carver slides into a chirpy concluding regeneration, while the overall ride
of this iconoclast is surprisingly tame. Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier
Inc. All rights reserved. -- Publishers Weekly



Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Crow:

Drugs Are Nice: A Post-Punk Memoir can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Drugs Are Nice: A
Post-Punk Memoir although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage
of crucial thinking.

Lucille Grant:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Drugs Are Nice: A Post-Punk Memoir why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.

William Wright:

The book untitled Drugs Are Nice: A Post-Punk Memoir contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you
in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Gilbert Pellerin:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those textbooks have many
advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the book
Drugs Are Nice: A Post-Punk Memoir we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Drugs Are Nice: A Post-Punk Memoir. You can more
pleasing than now.
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