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Even by comparison to the United States, the United Kingdom has had a brief
and fractious history. Its existence as an undivided entity lasted only for a
disputatious 125 years, and its future remains precarious. In The Four Nations,
Frank Welsh offers a lively narrative history of the four component parts of the
British Isles-England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. Moving from the Roman
period, which first defined many of the current internal boundaries, through the
present day, Welsh describes the history of each nation, their interactions, and the
impacts of crises ranging from the Norman Invasion to the Protestant
Reformation to the two world wars of the twentieth century. Along the way,
Welsh questions many cherished illusions and poses some awkward questions:
To what extent were Scotland, Ireland, and Wales victims of predatory English
aggression? How serious is the frequently invoked specter of national
fragmentation? Filled with illuminating vignettes and provocative insights, The
Four Nations is an accessible and comprehensive introduction to the troubled
histories of the British Isles.
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Even by comparison to the United States, the United Kingdom has had a brief and fractious history. Its
existence as an undivided entity lasted only for a disputatious 125 years, and its future remains precarious. In
The Four Nations, Frank Welsh offers a lively narrative history of the four component parts of the British
Isles-England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. Moving from the Roman period, which first defined many of
the current internal boundaries, through the present day, Welsh describes the history of each nation, their
interactions, and the impacts of crises ranging from the Norman Invasion to the Protestant Reformation to the
two world wars of the twentieth century. Along the way, Welsh questions many cherished illusions and
poses some awkward questions: To what extent were Scotland, Ireland, and Wales victims of predatory
English aggression? How serious is the frequently invoked specter of national fragmentation? Filled with
illuminating vignettes and provocative insights, The Four Nations is an accessible and comprehensive
introduction to the troubled histories of the British Isles.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Welsh (A History of South Africa, etc.) examines over 2,000 years of the history of England, Ireland, Wales
and Scotland, focusing on how these nations interacted to shape one another's history. Unsurprisingly,
England is the major player here. The history of Scotland and Ireland is largely a matter of their attempts to
remain free of, and then accommodate to, a hegemonic England. Welsh begins with the Roman conquest of
Britannia and establishment of the modern-day borders of England, Scotland and Wales. He concludes in the
year 2001, considering whether "the end of the United Kingdom" is at hand (to those who fear it, he replies
that "the unitary state had been disintegrating for over a century"). After detailing the construction of the
U.K., Welsh devotes most of the latter part of the book to events in Ireland-from the failed Rising of 1798 to
the Great Irish Famine, Gladstone and the failure of Home Rule, the partition of Ireland, sectarian conflict in
Northern Ireland and the present-day peace process. By comparison, Welsh's treatment of Scotland and
Wales is minimal. Welsh has chosen breadth of coverage over depth. We get only a few pages, for instance,
on the 1688 Glorious Revolution-one of the seminal events in British history-and surprisingly little on
WWII. Nor is there much about the development of the British Empire. Welsh's narrative is too often a dry
recitation of well-known dates and names, rarely delving below the surface or offering fresh insight.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"The Four Nations is a hugely enjoyable read, full of vigor and liveliness as well as provocative
commentary. It informs and instructs in an accessible way that none of its rivals can match."

"A compelling and sometimes controversial account of how four kingdoms--England, Ireland, Scotland, and
Wales--became one.... [Welsh] constantly challenges received opinion and urban myths."

About the Author
Frank Welsh is the author of nine previous books, including A Borrowed Place: The History of Hong Kong
and A History of South Africa.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Henry Howell:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Four Nations: A History of
the United Kingdom book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.



Lisa Vazquez:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top
listing in your reading list is usually The Four Nations: A History of the United Kingdom. This book and that
is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Nathan Hutchison:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of
book The Four Nations: A History of the United Kingdom. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Sally Kim:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Four Nations: A History of the United Kingdom
to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try
to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the guide The
Four Nations: A History of the United Kingdom can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone
and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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