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Mystery is in Herculeah Jones’s blood. How could it not be, with a father on the
police force and a mother who’s a private eye? So when Herculeah notices a man
hanging around the "Dead Oaks" mansion, she can’t resist doing some
investigating of her own. Legend has it the old estate was the site of a murder,
and now it looks like there’s something even more nefarious going on. Can
Herculeah crack the case before the mystery man closes in on her?
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Mystery is in Herculeah Jones’s blood. How could it not be, with a father on the police force and a mother
who’s a private eye? So when Herculeah notices a man hanging around the "Dead Oaks" mansion, she can’t
resist doing some investigating of her own. Legend has it the old estate was the site of a murder, and now it
looks like there’s something even more nefarious going on. Can Herculeah crack the case before the mystery
man closes in on her?
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Editorial Review

Review
Byars shows how delightful middle-grade mysteries can be. -- Booklist

About the Author
Betsy Byars began her writing career rather late in life. "In all of my school years, . . . not one single teacher
ever said to me, 'Perhaps you should consider becoming a writer,'" Byars recalls. "Anyway, I didn't want to
be a writer. Writing seemed boring. You sat in a room all day by yourself and typed. If I was going to be a
writer at all, I was going to be a foreign correspondent like Claudette Colbert in Arise My Love. I would
wear smashing hats, wisecrack with the guys, and have a byline known round the world. My father wanted
me to be a mathematician." So Byars set out to become mathematician, but when she couldn't grasp calculus
in college, she turned to English. Even then, writing was not on her immediate horizon.

First, she married and started a family. The writing career didn't emerge until she was 28, a mother of two
children, and living in a small place she called the barracks apartment, in Urbana, Illinois. She and her
husband, Ed, had moved there in 1956 so he could attend graduate school at the University of Illinois. She
was bored, had no friends, and so turned to writing to fill her time. Byars started writing articles for The
Saturday Evening Post, Look,and other magazines. As her family grew and her children started to read, she
began to write books for young people and, fortunately for her readers, discovered that there was more to
being a writer than sitting in front of a typewriter.

"Making up stories and characters is so interesting that I'm never bored. Each book has been a different
writing experience. It takes me about a year to write a book, but I spend another year thinking about it,
polishing it, and making improvements. I always put something of myself intomy books -- something that
happened to me. Once a wanderer came by my house and showed me how to brush my teeth with a cherry
twig; that went in The House of Wingscopyright © 2000 by Penguin Putnam Books for Young Readers. All
rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Malcolm Khan:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is usually The Dark Stairs (Herculeah Jones Mystery).

Maria Gardner:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like



comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Dark Stairs (Herculeah Jones
Mystery) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit
all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The Dark Stairs (Herculeah Jones Mystery) become your
current starter.

Dan Hanner:

The book untitled The Dark Stairs (Herculeah Jones Mystery) contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take
you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Marjorie Thompson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and The Dark Stairs (Herculeah Jones Mystery) or
maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire
to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes The Dark Stairs (Herculeah Jones Mystery) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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