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Late twentieth and early twenty-first century America has been labeled as “The
New Gilded Age,” a phrase that embodies the glitz and glamour of one of the
wealthiest countries in the world but also suggests the greed, corruption, and
inequalities teeming just below the surface. Identifying some of the sparkling
moments of humanity interwoven between the moments of crisis, Best of Times,
Worst of Times features short stories by such renowned writers as Junot Diaz,
George Saunders, Jhumpa Lahiri, Tobias Wolff, and many others, whose
distinctive authorial voices lend urgency and a sense of heightened awareness to
the modern moment. Commenting on and making sense of what is going on in
America today, fractured as it is by two ongoing wars, the aftermath of 9/11,
Hurricane Katrina, and the worst economic collapse since the Great Depression,
these stories speak to some of the most germane issues confronting America
today, from race relations, immigration, and social class to gender issues, Iraq,
and imperialism. These expertly culled, emotionally powerful stories provide the
perfect mirror with which to examine the real state of the union.
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Late twentieth and early twenty-first century America has been labeled as “The New Gilded Age,” a phrase
that embodies the glitz and glamour of one of the wealthiest countries in the world but also suggests the
greed, corruption, and inequalities teeming just below the surface. Identifying some of the sparkling
moments of humanity interwoven between the moments of crisis, Best of Times, Worst of Times features
short stories by such renowned writers as Junot Diaz, George Saunders, Jhumpa Lahiri, Tobias Wolff, and
many others, whose distinctive authorial voices lend urgency and a sense of heightened awareness to the
modern moment. Commenting on and making sense of what is going on in America today, fractured as it is
by two ongoing wars, the aftermath of 9/11, Hurricane Katrina, and the worst economic collapse since the
Great Depression, these stories speak to some of the most germane issues confronting America today, from
race relations, immigration, and social class to gender issues, Iraq, and imperialism. These expertly culled,
emotionally powerful stories provide the perfect mirror with which to examine the real state of the union.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Topical yet timeless, this collection speaks tellingly and provocatively to issues prevalent in today’s world
and to readers struggling to make sense of these volatile times. The expansive stories are compelling and
necessary, powerful and empathetic; they reveal in equal measure the daunting possibilities, stunning
successes, and abysmal failures along side the ordinary, the contradictory, and the hopeful, all at play within
the imaginative realm of visionary and expert short story writers who understand the complexities of
contemporary life. They have produced a much-needed, wide-ranging, valuable, and unique collection.”-
Thadious M. Davis,University of Pennsylvania

“Best of Times, Worst of Times is particularly powerful in the range of social and political issues it addresses
through fiction; it’s a collection designed to provoke critical reading, discussion and writing. The editors
provide a broad representation of current fiction from familiar names as well as up-to-the-minute offerings
from new American writers; in the process, they illustrate the extraordinary range of stylistic practices that
shape contemporary fiction.”-Amy Tucker,author of The Illustration of the Master: Henry James and the
Magazine Revolution

"Stories by today's most captivating writers - Jhumpa Lahiri, Susan Straight, ZZ Packer, Aimee Bender and
more - focus a personal lens on race relations, gender issues, Hurricane Katrina and our wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan."
-Ms. Magazine

About the Author

Wendy Martin is Vice-Provost and George and Ronya Kozmetsky Professor of Transdisciplinary Studies
and Professor of American Literature and American Studies at Claremont Graduate University. She is the
author and editor of numerous books, including The Cambridge Introduction to Emily Dickinson (2007), We
Are The Stories We Tell (1990), More Stories We Tell (2004), and The Art of the Short Story (2006).

Cecelia Tichi is William R. Kenan, Jr., Professor of English and American Studies at Vanderbilt University.
She is the author of several novels and books, including Exposés and Excess: Muckraking in America, 1900-
2000 (2004), Embodiment of a Nation: Human Form in American Spaces (2001), High Lonesome: The
American Culture of Country Music (1994), and Civic Passions: Seven Who Launched Progressive America
(And What They Can Teach Us) (2009).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Vance Malik:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for all of us. The book Best of Times, Worst of Times: Contemporary American
Short Stories from the New Gilded Age was making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Best of Times, Worst of Times:
Contemporary American Short Stories from the New Gilded Age is not only giving you much more new
information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Best of Times, Worst of Times: Contemporary
American Short Stories from the New Gilded Age. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Cathy Spearman:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Best of Times, Worst of Times:
Contemporary American Short Stories from the New Gilded Age is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Lily Winstead:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Best of Times, Worst of Times:
Contemporary American Short Stories from the New Gilded Age that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick
Best of Times, Worst of Times: Contemporary American Short Stories from the New Gilded Age become
your starter.

Jacob Gray:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Best of Times, Worst of Times: Contemporary
American Short Stories from the New Gilded Age or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their
knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Best of Times, Worst of Times:
Contemporary American Short Stories from the New Gilded Age to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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