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In vivid detail, Francis Wheen tells the story of Das Kapital and Karl Marx’s
twenty-year struggle to complete his unfinished masterpiece. Born in a two-room
flat in London’s Soho amid political squabbles and personal tragedy, the first
volume of Das Kapital was published in 1867, to muted praise. But after Marx’s
death, the book went on to influence thinkers, writers, and revolutionaries, from
George Bernard Shaw to V. I. Lenin, changing the direction of twentieth-century
history. Wheen’s captivating, accessible book shows that, far from being a dry
economic treatise, Das Kapital is like a vast Gothic novel whose heroes are
enslaved by the monster they created: capitalism. Furthermore, Wheen argues, as
long as capitalism endures, Das Kapital demands to be read and understood.
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Editorial Review

Review
"As gripping and as readable as a first-rate thriller."

"Wheen...presents this splendid reevaluation with great wit and verve."

"[Wheen] brilliantly evokes the atmosphere of Victorian Gothic that pervades the pages of Das Kapital."

"[An] exhilarating read, and a healthy corrective to those brought up to think of Marx's work as rigid and
doctrinaire."

About the Author

Francis Wheen, an author and journalist, was named Columnist of the Year for his contributions to the
Guardian. He is the author of several books, including How Mumbo-Jumbo Conquered the World and a
highly acclaimed biography of Karl Marx that has been translated into twenty languages. His collected
journalism, Hoo-Hahs and Passing Frenzies, won the George Orwell Prize in 2003. Simon Vance, a former
BBC Radio presenter and newsreader, is a full-time actor who has appeared on both stage and television. He
has recorded over four hundred audiobooks and has earned over twenty Earphones Awards from AudioFile
magazine, including one for his narration of Theft by Peter Carey. A twelve-time Audie finalist, Simon has
won three Audie Awards, including one for Great Expectations by Charles Dickens, and the 2008 Booklist
Voice of Choice Award. He has also been named an AudioFile Golden Voice as well as an AudioFile Best
Voice of 2009.

From AudioFile
The titles that make up the Books That Changed the World series might be called Òlibrographies,Ó since
they tell the life story of historyÕs most influential tomes. Karl MarxÕs DAS KAPITAL, like other books in
the series, may have been read by relatively few, but many of its disciples have had wide influence. British
narrator Simon Vance has an appropriately erudite tone for this material. It says something about the
impenetrability of MarxÕs masterwork that even the brief summary is boring, but the later sections on how
the book influenced revolutionaries (especially in Russia) is far more interesting and relevant for modern
listeners. VanceÕs warm voice and steady pacing help listeners follow what can be a difficult text. D.B. ©
AudioFile 2008, Portland, Maine-- Copyright © AudioFile, Portland, Maine

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jane Garner:

This Marx's Das Kapital: A Biography (Books That Changed the World) usually are reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Marx's Das Kapital: A
Biography (Books That Changed the World) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that might be will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Marx's Das Kapital: A Biography

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027671


(Books That Changed the World) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Annette Spafford:

The actual book Marx's Das Kapital: A Biography (Books That Changed the World) will bring that you the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Marx's Das Kapital: A Biography (Books That
Changed the World) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Ronald Sadowski:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Marx's Das Kapital: A Biography
(Books That Changed the World) is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the
e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Eduardo Fernandez:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those textbooks have many
advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the book Marx's
Das Kapital: A Biography (Books That Changed the World) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Marx's Das Kapital:
A Biography (Books That Changed the World). You can more appealing than now.
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