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Described by the architectural critic Sigfried Giedion as the “Magus of the
North,” Alvar Aalto (1898–1976) is the best-known Finnish architect of his
generation and a leading proponent of a more human modernism. His buildings
such as the Paimio Sanatorium (1933), the legendary Villa Mairea (1939) and the
church of the Three Crosses in Vuoksenniska (1958), embody a masterful
interplay of organic volumes, forms and materials. From door handles and
lighting fixtures to built-in furniture, Aalto frequently designed complete
interiors down to the smallest detail. With his plywood chairs, the master builder
additionally became one of the most significant designers of the twentieth
century. His Savoy Vase represents the quintessential qualities of Finnish and
organic design. This richly illustrated book is the first in many years to offer a
comprehensive and current overview of Aalto’s oeuvre as an architect, designer
and urban planner. Ten authors, including the renowned architectural historians
Eeva-Liisa Pelkonen and Akos Moravanszky, and MoMA curator Pedro
Gadanho, address central aspects of Aalto’s work. Particular attention is paid to
Aalto’s dialogue with important artists of his day, including Laszlo Moholy-
Nagy, Jean Arp, Alexander Calder and Fernand Léger, as well as his interest in
film, cinema and photography, whose influences on his work are examined here
for the first time. The catalogue section presents numerous never-before-seen
original drawings and architectural models from the archive of the Alvar Aalto
Foundation. This perspective on Aalto is complemented with photographs by
Armin Linke, who documented a number of Aalto’s buildings anew especially
for this publication. As these images demonstrate, Aalto’s work is as current and
inspiring today as it was at the time of its creation.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louis Venable:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
several ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Alvar Aalto: Second Nature, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Frankie Graybill:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be Alvar Aalto: Second Nature why because the great cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Randy Acevedo:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Alvar Aalto: Second Nature this reserve consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he
makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

John Smith:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television



programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Alvar Aalto: Second Nature
can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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