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Writing letters to powerful people to win their favor and garner rewards such as
political office, tax relief, and recommendations was an institution in
Renaissance Florence; the practice was an important tool for those seeking social
mobility, security, and recognition by others. In this detailed study of political
and social patronage in fifteenth-century Florence, Paul D. McLean shows that
patronage was much more than a pursuit of specific rewards. It was also a pursuit
of relationships and of a self defined in relation to others. To become
independent in Renaissance Florence, one first had to become connected. With
The Art of the Network, McLean fills a gap in sociological scholarship by tracing
the historical antecedents of networking and examining the concept of self that
accompanies it. His analysis of patronage opens into a critique of contemporary
theories about social networks and social capital, and an exploration of the
sociological meaning of “culture.”

McLean scrutinized thousands of letters to and from Renaissance Florentines. He
describes the social protocols the letters reveal, paying particular attention to the
means by which Florentines crafted credible presentations of themselves. The
letters, McLean contends, testify to the development not only of new forms of
self-presentation but also of a new kind of self to be presented: an emergent,
“modern” conception of self as an autonomous agent. They also bring to the fore
the importance that their writers attached to concepts of honor, and the ways that
they perceived themselves in relation to the Florentine state.
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Writing letters to powerful people to win their favor and garner rewards such as political office, tax relief,
and recommendations was an institution in Renaissance Florence; the practice was an important tool for
those seeking social mobility, security, and recognition by others. In this detailed study of political and social
patronage in fifteenth-century Florence, Paul D. McLean shows that patronage was much more than a pursuit
of specific rewards. It was also a pursuit of relationships and of a self defined in relation to others. To
become independent in Renaissance Florence, one first had to become connected. With The Art of the
Network, McLean fills a gap in sociological scholarship by tracing the historical antecedents of networking
and examining the concept of self that accompanies it. His analysis of patronage opens into a critique of
contemporary theories about social networks and social capital, and an exploration of the sociological
meaning of “culture.”

McLean scrutinized thousands of letters to and from Renaissance Florentines. He describes the social
protocols the letters reveal, paying particular attention to the means by which Florentines crafted credible
presentations of themselves. The letters, McLean contends, testify to the development not only of new forms
of self-presentation but also of a new kind of self to be presented: an emergent, “modern” conception of self
as an autonomous agent. They also bring to the fore the importance that their writers attached to concepts of
honor, and the ways that they perceived themselves in relation to the Florentine state.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Braddock:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and
Culture)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Melinda Miller:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Art of the Network:
Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and Culture). All type of book
would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Joseph Barnett:

The book The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics,
History, and Culture) will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe
the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book The
Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and
Culture) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.

Veronica Shriner:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Art of the Network:
Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and Culture) is simple to
bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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