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Sudan's modern history has been consumed by revolution and civil war. The
country attracted international attention in the 1990s as a breeding ground of
Islamist terrorism and recently tensions between the prosperous centre and the
periphery, between north and south, have exploded in Darfur. In his latest book,
Robert Collins, a frequent visitor and veteran scholar of the region, traces
Sudan's history across two hundred years to show how many of the tragedies of
today have been planted in its past. The story begins with the conquest of
Muhammad 'Ali in 1821, and moves through the Anglo-Egyptian condominium
to independence in 1956. It then focuses on Sudanese rule in the post-
independence years when the fragile democracy established by the British
collapsed under sectarian strife. It is these religious and ethnic divides, the author
contends, in conjunction with failed leadership, which have prolonged and
sustained the conflict in Sudan.
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Sudan's modern history has been consumed by revolution and civil war. The country attracted international
attention in the 1990s as a breeding ground of Islamist terrorism and recently tensions between the
prosperous centre and the periphery, between north and south, have exploded in Darfur. In his latest book,
Robert Collins, a frequent visitor and veteran scholar of the region, traces Sudan's history across two hundred
years to show how many of the tragedies of today have been planted in its past. The story begins with the
conquest of Muhammad 'Ali in 1821, and moves through the Anglo-Egyptian condominium to independence
in 1956. It then focuses on Sudanese rule in the post-independence years when the fragile democracy
established by the British collapsed under sectarian strife. It is these religious and ethnic divides, the author
contends, in conjunction with failed leadership, which have prolonged and sustained the conflict in Sudan.
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Editorial Review

Review
"From the excellent Introduction to his thoughtful Epilogue, Robert Collins has given us a valuable farewell
present with an admirable summary of his outstanding historical research over 50 years; every student of,
and policymaker on, Sudan will benefit from reading it and pondering its overarching themes."
Peter Bechtold, President of the American Sudan Institute, Middle East Journal

"This informative text is indispensable for African studies collections ... Essential."
Choice

"In Collins' view, the main issue in human affairs is identity, and Sudanese modern history is about
contrasting concepts of self-identification. However, in analyzing this pivotal theme, Collins integrates other
vital aspects: economic developments, social changes, cultural trends, sectarian interests, personal ambitions,
global factors, and the involvement of neighbors. All these dimensions are woven into an excellent
composition that will remain essential for students of Sudan."
Haggai Erlich, International Journal of Middle East Studies

"... Collins takes on a fascinating journey through the recent history of Sudanese governments ... a highly
readable, revealing and thought-provoking narrative."
The Journal of Modern African Studies

About the Author
Robert O. Collins is Emeritus Professor of History at the University of California, Santa Barbara. His recent
publications include Civil Wars and Revolution in the Sudan: Essays on the Sudan, Southern Sudan and
Darfur, 1962-2004 (2005), Darfur: The Long Road to Disaster (2006) and A History of Sub-Saharan Africa
(with James M. Burns, 2007).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Herman Lewis:

This A History of Modern Sudan book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
That A History of Modern Sudan without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry A History of Modern Sudan can bring if you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This A History of Modern Sudan having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will
not sense uninterested in reading.

Stacy Knarr:

A History of Modern Sudan can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend



that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that
will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing A History of Modern Sudan however doesn't forget
the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
thinking.

Wm Dunlap:

Beside this particular A History of Modern Sudan in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have A History
of Modern Sudan because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have
book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Frances McKay:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book A History of Modern Sudan was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time
to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In
the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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