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This book analyzes how indigenous political power structures in Nigeria survived
both the constricting forces of colonialism and the modernization programs of
postcolonial regimes. With twenty detailed case studies on colonial and
postcolonial Nigerian history, the complex interactions between chieftaincy
structures and the rapidly shifting sociopolitical and economic conditions of the
twentieth century become evident. Drawing on the interactions between the state
and chieftaincy, this study goes beyond earlier Africanist scholarship that
attributes the resilience of these indigenous structures to their enduring normative
and utilitarian qualities. Linked to externally-derived forces, and legitimated by
neotraditional themes, chieftaincy structures were distorted by the indirect rule
system, transformed by competing communal claims, and legitimated a dominant
ethno-regional power configuration. Olufemi Vaughan is Professor in the
Department of Africana Studies and the Department of History, State University
of New York at Stony Brook.
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Editorial Review

Review
Vaughan magisterially treats heavily troubled Nigeria. . . Six good maps, four helpful tables, excellent
endnotes, a comprehensive bibliography, and good indexing enhance this title. CHOICE Winner of the 2001
Cecil B. Currey Book-length Award from the Association of Third World Studies. The contribution of this
study is a significant one. . . (Vaughan's) is an exceptionally complex account, incorporating every possible
variable. INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF AFRICAN HISTORICAL STUDIES Vaughan's book is an
excellent survey of the central role played by chieftaincy structures in these decades. EHR Vaughan's study
of Yoruba chiefs is a brave undertaking. . . (his) book is especially welcome in that it makes a major
contribution to the historiography of modern Nigeria. AFRICAN HISTORY

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Nigerian
Chiefs: Traditional Power in Modern Politics, 1890s-1990s (Rochester Studies in African History and the
Diaspora)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Joshua Dunleavy:

Here thing why this specific Nigerian Chiefs: Traditional Power in Modern Politics, 1890s-1990s (Rochester
Studies in African History and the Diaspora) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food
or not. Nigerian Chiefs: Traditional Power in Modern Politics, 1890s-1990s (Rochester Studies in African
History and the Diaspora) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there
but there is no guide that similar with Nigerian Chiefs: Traditional Power in Modern Politics, 1890s-1990s
(Rochester Studies in African History and the Diaspora). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of Nigerian Chiefs: Traditional Power in Modern Politics,
1890s-1990s (Rochester Studies in African History and the Diaspora) in e-book can be your choice.

David Rivera:

Nigerian Chiefs: Traditional Power in Modern Politics, 1890s-1990s (Rochester Studies in African History
and the Diaspora) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away



because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Nigerian Chiefs: Traditional Power in Modern Politics, 1890s-
1990s (Rochester Studies in African History and the Diaspora) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Maryellen Tilley:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on there.
Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this period of time, many
ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this
Nigerian Chiefs: Traditional Power in Modern Politics, 1890s-1990s (Rochester Studies in African History
and the Diaspora) can make you feel more interested to read.
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