
Brainwash: The Secret History of Mind
Control

By Dominic Streatfeild

Brainwash: The Secret History of Mind Control By Dominic Streatfeild

Behind the front lines of every war in the world, prisoners are forced to sit for
interrogation: manipulated, coerced, and sometimes tortured--often without ever
being touched. Brainwash is a history of the methods intended to destroy and
reconstruct the minds of captives, to extract information, convert dissidents, and
lead peaceful men to kill and be killed.

With access to formerly classified documentation and interviews from the CIA,
U.S. Army, MI5, MI6, and British Intelligence Corps, Dominic Streatfeild traces
the evolution of mind control from its origins in the Cold War to the height of
today's war on terror. Vivid and disturbing, Brainwash is essential insight into
the modern practice of interrogation and torture.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Streatfeild, a documentary film producer and author of a social history of cocaine use (Cocaine: An
Unauthorized Biography, 2001), offers an expansive and multifaceted exploration of brainwashing in its
multitude of forms. With chapters on hypnosis, sensory deprivation, subliminal messages, religious
indoctrination, and a variety of truth serums, this account chronicles the many ways psychology and
pharmacology have been enlisted in people's apparently perennial effort to control the minds of other people.
Steeped in cold war intrigue, Streatfeild's narrative features the CIA and other intelligence agencies heavily;
tales oscillate between the absurdly hilarious (CIA director Allen Dulles dispatching two agents to
Switzerland in 1953 to buy up the world's entire supply of LSD for "research") and the profoundly disturbing
(CIA agents secretly dosing civilians and analyzing the results). Although the author includes some lengthy
jaunts into popular culture to examine films and song lyrics, his core concern is the deadly serious business
of mental torture as practiced by today's intelligence services. Sprawling, accessible, and at times quite
casual, this book will attract a diverse readership. Brendan Driscoll
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“Breathless . . . reads like a spy thriller.” ?The Guardian (UK)

“Marvelously engrossing. This book is a series of wonderfully detailed and cleverly told stories, each of
which debunks the brainwashing myth. Streatfeild's narrative control cannot be faulted. His research is
formidable.” ?The Sunday Times (UK)

“An expansive and multifaceted exploration of brainwashing in its multitude of forms.” ?Booklist

From the Inside Flap
"What would it take to turn "you" into a suicide bomber?"
"How would" you" interrogate a member of Al Qaeda?"
With access to formerly classified documentation and interviews from the CIA, the U.S. Army, MI5, MI6,
and the British Intelligence Corps, acclaimed journalist Dominic Streatfeild traces the history of the world's
most secret psychological procedure.
From the cold war to the height of today's war on terror, groups as dissimilar as armies, religious cults, and
advertising agencies have been accused of brainwashing. But what does this mean?
Is it possible to erase memories or to implant them artificially? Do heavy-metal records contain subliminal
messages? Do religious cults brainwash recruits? What were the CIA and MI6 doing with LSD in the 1950s?
How far have the world's militaries really gone?
From the author of the definitive history of cocaine," ""Brainwash" is required reading in an era of cutting-
edge and often controversial interrogation practices. More than just an examination of the techniques used by
the CIA, the KGB, and the Taliban," ""it" is also a gripping, full history of the heated efforts to master the
elusive, secret techniques of mind control. Praise for "Brainwash"
" Meticulously researched and superbly readable . . . acutely observed . . . evenhanded and even-tempered."
"--The Daily Telegraph" (UK)
" A gripping survey of the post-war history of interrogation techniques." --"Telegraph on Sunday" (UK)

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


" Vivid . . . Streatfeild does an important service by bringing [brainwashing] to our attention again. It is
especially relevant in the light of AbuGhraib and the war on terror." "--Financial Times "(UK)
" Breathless . . . reads like a spy thriller." "--The Guardian "(UK)
" Gripping." "--Time Out "(UK)
" Marvelously engrossing. This book is a series of wonderfully detailed and cleverly told stories, each of
which debunks the brainwashing myth. Streatfeild's narrative control cannot be faulted. His research is
formidable." "--Sunday Times "(UK)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cindy Searcy:

This Brainwash: The Secret History of Mind Control book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. That Brainwash: The Secret History of Mind Control without we comprehend teach the one who looking
at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Brainwash: The Secret History of
Mind Control can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Brainwash: The Secret History of Mind
Control having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Angela Dickens:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Brainwash: The Secret History of Mind Control book is readable simply by you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with
Brainwash: The Secret History of Mind Control content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you
even now thinking Brainwash: The Secret History of Mind Control is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Wilson Gonzalez:

Beside this particular Brainwash: The Secret History of Mind Control in your phone, it can give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh
through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Brainwash: The Secret History of Mind Control because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from now!



Richard Shumate:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Brainwash: The Secret History of Mind
Control or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes
Brainwash: The Secret History of Mind Control to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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