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Near the beginning of The Autobiography of an Execution, David Dow lays his
cards on the table. "People think that because | am against the death penalty and

] don't think people should be executed, that | forgive those people for what they
did. Wdll, it isn't my placeto forgive people, and if it were, | probably wouldn't.

I'm ajudgmental and not very forgiving guy. Just ask my wife."

It this spellbinding true crime narrative, Dow takes us inside of prisons, inside
the complicated minds of judges, inside execution-administration chambers, into
the lives of death row inmates (some shown to be innocent, others not) and even
into his own home--where the toll of working on these gnarled and difficult cases
is perhaps inevitably paid. He shedsinsight onto unexpected phenomena-- how
even religious lawyer and justices can evince deep rooted support for putting
criminal s to death-- and makes pal pabl e the suspense that clings to every word
and action when human lives hang in the balance.
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Near the beginning of The Autobiography of an Execution, David Dow lays his cards on the table. "People
think that because | am against the death penalty and don't think people should be executed, that | forgive
those people for what they did. Well, it isn't my place to forgive people, and if it were, | probably wouldn't.
I'm ajudgmental and not very forgiving guy. Just ask my wife."

It this spellbinding true crime narrative, Dow takes usinside of prisons, inside the complicated minds of
judges, inside execution-administration chambers, into the lives of death row inmates (some shown to be
innocent, others not) and even into his own home--where the toll of working on these gnarled and difficult
casesis perhapsinevitably paid. He shedsinsight onto unexpected phenomena-- how even religious lawyer
and justices can evince deep rooted support for putting criminals to death-- and makes pal pabl e the suspense
that clingsto every word and action when human lives hang in the balance.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In an argument against capital punishment, Dow's capable memoir partialy gathersits steam from the
emotional toll on all partiesinvolved, especially the overworked legal aid lawyers and their desperate clients.
The author, the litigation director of the Texas Defender Service and a professor at the University of Houston
Law Center, respects the notion of attorney-client privilege in this handful of real-life legal outcomes, some
of them quite tragic, while acknowledging executions are not about the attorneys, but about the victims of
murder and sometimes their killers. While trying to maintain a proper balance in his marriage to Katya, a
fellow attorney and ballroom dancer, he spells out the maze of legal mumbo-jumbo to get his clients stays or
released from confinement in the cases of a hapless Vietnam vet who shot a child, another man who beat his
pregnant wife to death and another who killed his wife and children. In the end, Dow's book is a sobering,
gripping and candid look into the death penalty. (Feb.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"For alot of good reasons, and some that are not so good, executionsin the U.S. are carried out in private.
The voters, the vast majority of whom support executions, are not allowed to see them. The Autobiography
of an Execution is ariveting and compelling account of a Texas execution written and narrated by alawyer
in the thick of the last minute chaos. It should be read by all those who support state sponsored killing."

?John Grisham, author of The Innocent Man

"David Dow's extraordinary memoir lifts the veil on the real world of representing defendants on death row.
It will stay with me along time."

? Jeffrey Toobin, author of The Nine

"I have read much about capital punishment, but David Dow's book leaves all else behind."?Anthony L ewis

"In an argument against capital punishment, Dow's capable memoir partially gathersits steam from the
emotional toll on all partiesinvolved, especially the overworked legal aid lawyers and their desperate clients.
The author, the litigation director of the Texas Defender Service and a professor at the University of Houston
Law Center, respects the notion of attorney-client privilege in this handful of real-life legal outcomes, some
of them quite tragic, while acknowledging executions are 'not about the attorneys," but 'about the victims of
murder and sometimes their killers." While trying to maintain a proper balance in his marriage to Katya, a
fellow attorney and ballroom dancer, he spells out the maze of legal mumbo-jumbo to get his clients stays or
released from confinement in the cases of a hapless Vietnam vet who shot a child, another man who beat his
pregnant wife to death and another who killed his wife and children. In the end, Dow's book is a sobering,
gripping and candid look into the death penalty."

?Publishers Weekly

"Defending the innocent is easy. David Dow fights for the questionable. He is tormented, but relentless, and
takes usinside his struggle with candor and insight, shudders and all."



? Dave Cullen, author of Columbine

About the Author

David R. Dow is professor of law at the University of Houston Law Center and an internationally recognized
figure in the fight against the death penalty. He is the founder and director of the Texas Innocence Project.
Helivesin Houston, Texas.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Christine Furst:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has adifferent type. Asit isknown to us that book isimportant point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Autobiography of an Execution will
make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Rosa Crowe:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be ainformation or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Autobiography of an Execution as your daily
resource information.

Donna Bohannon:

Reading a book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of humerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especialy fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Autobiography of an Execution, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Y our
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading areserve.

Cheryl Edgerly:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book isa pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has



been exactly added. This reserve The Autobiography of an Execution was filled about science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when
they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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