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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

The rose-hued nuclear family--breadwinner dad, stay-at-home mom, and two kids--held alock on the
American imagination long after it ceased to be much more than a skewed memory. Studying the paths taken
by two families living in Caifornias Silicon Valley, ethnographer Judith Stacey was struck by the ways each
had reconfigured the nuclear equation. Pam Gama and Dotty Lewison had both been married homemakers
raising kids, but there the similarities end. For Pam, divorce and remarriage created a network of children, an
ex-spouse, and supportive friends who act as family. A self-avowed feminist whose gradual emergence into
paid, sustaining work was the death knell to her first marriage, Pam saved a foundering second marriage by
entering Christian counseling and renewing vows at a fundamentalist church that preached wifely
submission. Dotty, despite coming from more conservative working-class stock, plunged wholeheartedly
into community and feminist activism, eventually using it as alever to first leave, and then improve, her
marriage. Though the book is heavily skewed with Stacey's political sensibilities, it still digs deep to sketch
the convoluted lives and contradictory philosophies of real people. First published in 1991, Brave New
Families remains fresh and engaging today because it speaks to the dissonance between hard-line feminism
and true-life stories. --Francesca Coltrera

From Publishers Weekly

In an unusual exploration of post-industrial society American families, Stacey, a sociologist at UC-Davis,
argues that because of economic and socia developments, including feminism, the modern nuclear family is
giving way to complex, extended households formed by divorce, remarriage and step-kinship. The author
narrates crucia periodsin the lives of 30 relatives and friends belonging to two Silicon Valley kin networks
representing awide variety of lifestyles: single parenthood, homosexual or blended households, along with
others committed to evangelical teachings. While Stacey may be faulted for the extent of her intrusion into
her subject's lives, and the projection of her feminist views, she neverthel ess thereby adds intensely human
dimensionsto the study. Illustrations not seen by PW.

Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

The so-called traditional family, consisting of breadwinning father and homemaking mother, is arelatively
recent ingtitution in American society. It isalso an ingtitution in the midst of evolution, especialy in the
Silicon Valley, according to sociologist Stacey's observations of women and familiesin the center of the
United States electronics industry. This study originated as a survey of changesin working-class family life
but focuses instead on in-depth portraits of two women and their complex "recombinant” families, consisting
of children, stepchildren, ex-spouses, and former in-laws, and overlaid with elements of feminist reform and
Christian evangelism. Although there are some interesting insights into the future of family lifein post-
industrial society, most are lost in the book's soap opera-like tales of family hardship.

- Karen McNally Bensing, The Benjamin Rose Inst. Lib., Cleveland

Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Lisa Chaffee;

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this Brave New Families: Stories of Domestic
Upheaval in Late-Twentieth-Century Americato read.

ThomasMajor:

Why? Because this Brave New Families: Stories of Domestic Upheaval in Late-Twentieth-Century America
isan unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in

such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey
the meaning completely. So, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going
to regret it. Thisamazing book will give you alot of gains than the other book possess such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If | have
been you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Farah McCune:

The book untitled Brave New Families: Stories of Domestic Upheaval in Late-Twentieth-Century America
contain alot of information on this. The writer explains your ex ideawith easy method. The languageis very
simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site aswell as
order it. Have anice study.

Scott Bush:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Brave New
Families: Stories of Domestic Upheaval in Late-Twentieth-Century Americawhich is having the e-book
version. So, try out this book? Let's view.
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