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 Art Since the ’80s, a new series from Reaktion Books, seeks to offer compelling
surveys of popular themes in contemporary art. In the first book in the series, Gill
Perry reveals how the house and the idea of home have inspired a range of
imaginative and playful works by artists across the globe. Exploring how artists
have engaged with this theme in different contexts—from mobile homes and
beach houses to haunted houses and broken homes—Playing at Home shows that
our relationship with houses involves complex responses in which gender, race,
class, and status overlap, and that through these relationships we turn a house
into a home.

 
Perry looks at the works of numerous artists, including Tracey Emin, Rachel
Whiteread, Michael Landy, Mike Kelley, and Peter Garfield, as well as the work
of artists who travel across continents and see home as a shifting notion, such as
Do-Ho-Suh and Song Dong. She also engages with the work of philosophers and
cultural theorists from Walter Benjamin and Gaston Bachelard to Johan Huizinga
and Henri Lefebvre, who inform our understanding of living and dwelling.
Ultimately, she argues that irony, parody, and play are equally important in our
interpretations of these works on the home. With over one hundred images,
Playing at Home covers a wide range of art and media in a fascinating look at
why there’s no place like home.
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 Art Since the ’80s, a new series from Reaktion Books, seeks to offer compelling surveys of popular themes
in contemporary art. In the first book in the series, Gill Perry reveals how the house and the idea of home
have inspired a range of imaginative and playful works by artists across the globe. Exploring how artists
have engaged with this theme in different contexts—from mobile homes and beach houses to haunted houses
and broken homes—Playing at Home shows that our relationship with houses involves complex responses in
which gender, race, class, and status overlap, and that through these relationships we turn a house into a
home.

 
Perry looks at the works of numerous artists, including Tracey Emin, Rachel Whiteread, Michael Landy,
Mike Kelley, and Peter Garfield, as well as the work of artists who travel across continents and see home as
a shifting notion, such as Do-Ho-Suh and Song Dong. She also engages with the work of philosophers and
cultural theorists from Walter Benjamin and Gaston Bachelard to Johan Huizinga and Henri Lefebvre, who
inform our understanding of living and dwelling. Ultimately, she argues that irony, parody, and play are
equally important in our interpretations of these works on the home. With over one hundred images, Playing
at Home covers a wide range of art and media in a fascinating look at why there’s no place like home.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Gill Perry’s fascinating book considers what makes a house a home and why artists are repeatedly drawn to
it as a motif. Chapters look at particular types of houses, from those that are haunted to beachside retreats
and caravans. Rachel Whiteread’s House (1993) and Michael Landy’s Semi-Detached (2004) make
appearances, and this well-illustrated volume goes on to include a wide range of art from around the globe.” 
(Art Quarterly)

“Perry has written a scholarly, readable, and timely survey of an important theme. This book reminds us of
the capacity of art to deepen our understanding of a contested, contentious concept.”
(Art Newspaper)

“A book that has readers demanding more is always praiseworthy, and Gil Perry’s ability to read a work of
art, and explain it accessibly, while still honouring the artist’s often complex intentions, is both rare and
valuable. For this alone Playing at Home is welcome.”
(Times Literary Supplement)

About the Author

Gill Perry is professor of art history at the Open University, UK, and the author of Women Artists and the
Parisian Avant-Garde and Spectacular Flirtations: Viewing the Actress in British Art and Theatre,
1768–1820. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Wing:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Playing at Home: The
House in Contemporary Art (Art Since the '80s) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for
the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Playing at Home: The House in Contemporary Art
(Art Since the '80s) become your current starter.

Barbara Erickson:

Beside this specific Playing at Home: The House in Contemporary Art (Art Since the '80s) in your phone, it
can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow



community. It is good thing to have Playing at Home: The House in Contemporary Art (Art Since the '80s)
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely
get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Terry Pullen:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list is usually Playing at Home: The House in Contemporary Art (Art Since the
'80s). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Emery Flores:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
also you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Playing
at Home: The House in Contemporary Art (Art Since the '80s).
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