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Long before Edith Piaf sang "La vie en rose," her predecessors took to the stage
of the belle epoque music hall, singing of female desire, the treachery of men, the
harshness of working-class life, and the rough neighborhoods of Paris. Icon of
working-class femininity and the underworld, the realist singer signaled the
emergence of new cultural roles for women as well as shifts in the nature of
popular entertainment. Chanteuse in the City provides a genealogy of realist
performance through analysis of the music hall careers and film roles of
Mistinguett, Josephine Baker, Fréhel, and Damia. Above all, Conway offers a
fresh interpretation of 1930s French cinema, emphasizing its love affair with
popular song and its close connections to the music hall and the café-concert.

Conway uncovers an important tradition of female performance in the golden era
of French film, usually viewed as a cinema preoccupied with masculinity. She
shows how—in films such as Pépé le Moko, Le Crime de Monsieur Lange, and
Zouzou—the realist chanteuse addresses female despair at the hopelessness of
love. Conway also sheds light on the larger cultural implications of the shift from
the intimate café-concert to the spectacular music hall, before the talkies
displaced both kinds of live performance altogether.
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Long before Edith Piaf sang "La vie en rose," her predecessors took to the stage of the belle epoque music
hall, singing of female desire, the treachery of men, the harshness of working-class life, and the rough
neighborhoods of Paris. Icon of working-class femininity and the underworld, the realist singer signaled the
emergence of new cultural roles for women as well as shifts in the nature of popular entertainment.
Chanteuse in the City provides a genealogy of realist performance through analysis of the music hall careers
and film roles of Mistinguett, Josephine Baker, Fréhel, and Damia. Above all, Conway offers a fresh
interpretation of 1930s French cinema, emphasizing its love affair with popular song and its close
connections to the music hall and the café-concert.

Conway uncovers an important tradition of female performance in the golden era of French film, usually
viewed as a cinema preoccupied with masculinity. She shows how—in films such as Pépé le Moko, Le
Crime de Monsieur Lange, and Zouzou—the realist chanteuse addresses female despair at the hopelessness
of love. Conway also sheds light on the larger cultural implications of the shift from the intimate café-
concert to the spectacular music hall, before the talkies displaced both kinds of live performance altogether.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Conway's entirely original research is well structured and clearly written, imparts expert readings, and is
strengthened by historical groundedness. This is an extremely important book." - Christopher Faulkner,
author of The Social Cinema of Jean Renoir; "Conway's study offers fresh, challenging perspectives on
French film history, on women in French cinema, and on the relationship between film of the 1930s and the
city of Paris." - Judith Mayne, author of Cinema and Spectatorship"

From the Inside Flap

"This book represents a significant contribution to scholarship, and will fill a serious gap. Conway's entirely
original research is well structured and clearly written, imparts expert readings, and is strengthened by
historical groundedness. This is an extremely important book."—Christopher Faulkner, Carleton University,
author of The Social Cinema of Jean Renoir

"Offers fresh, challenging perspectives on French film history, on women in French cinema, and on the
relationship between film of the 1930s and the city of Paris."—Judith Mayne, Ohio State University, author
of Cinema and Spectatorship

From the Back Cover
"This book represents a significant contribution to scholarship, and will fill a serious gap. Conway's entirely
original research is well structured and clearly written, imparts expert readings, and is strengthened by
historical groundedness. This is an extremely important book."--Christopher Faulkner, Carleton University,
author of "The Social Cinema of Jean Renoir

"Offers fresh, challenging perspectives on French film history, on women in French cinema, and on the
relationship between film of the 1930s and the city of Paris."--Judith Mayne, Ohio State University, author
of "Cinema and Spectatorship

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Debra Yarbrough:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in
French Film guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Chanteuse in
the City: The Realist Singer in French Film as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is
one guide that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.



Lauren Cook:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film
can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Chanteuse in the City: The Realist
Singer in French Film.

William Marshall:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book
Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Caitlin Cruz:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film when you
required it?
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