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Beginning in the second half of the fifteenth century, under the patronage of the
Gonzaga family, the northern Italian city of Mantua became a vibrant center for
visual art, theatre, and music. The performance at the Gonzaga court of
Poliziano's Fabula di Orfeo, around 1480, marked the beginning of secular music
theatre. The use of musical numbers within the drama anticipated the beginnings
of opera at Florence a century later, as well as the first masterpiece of the genre,
Monteverdi's La favola d'Orfeo at Mantua in 1607. Mantua reached the zenith of
its artistic distinction during the reign of Duke Vincenzo I, between 1587 and
1612. During this time, Wert and Gastoldi were joined at the court by the
important Jewish composer Salamone Rossi and, most notably, by Monteverdi.
The premieres of his Orfeo and Arisanna made the Gonzaga court, for that brief
period, the most important center in the development of opera.

In Music at the Gonzaga Court in Mantua, Donald C. Sanders discusses musical
composition at the court in the context of the brilliant visual art that provided
such a conducive environment. Sanders also traces the history of this very
colorful family and their relationships with the emperors, kings, and popes who
shaped modern Europe. Part history, part musicology, Sanders' analysis spans the
fifteenth century through the seventeenth century, filling informative gaps with
details essential for students in courses on Renaissance or Baroque music, or in
more specialized courses on madrigal, opera, or liturgical music. Music at the
Gonzaga Court in Mantua is also important reading for knowledgeable musical
amateurs and anyone with interest in Italian history and arts.
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Beginning in the second half of the fifteenth century, under the patronage of the Gonzaga family, the
northern Italian city of Mantua became a vibrant center for visual art, theatre, and music. The performance at
the Gonzaga court of Poliziano's Fabula di Orfeo, around 1480, marked the beginning of secular music
theatre. The use of musical numbers within the drama anticipated the beginnings of opera at Florence a
century later, as well as the first masterpiece of the genre, Monteverdi's La favola d'Orfeo at Mantua in 1607.
Mantua reached the zenith of its artistic distinction during the reign of Duke Vincenzo I, between 1587 and
1612. During this time, Wert and Gastoldi were joined at the court by the important Jewish composer
Salamone Rossi and, most notably, by Monteverdi. The premieres of his Orfeo and Arisanna made the
Gonzaga court, for that brief period, the most important center in the development of opera.

In Music at the Gonzaga Court in Mantua, Donald C. Sanders discusses musical composition at the court in
the context of the brilliant visual art that provided such a conducive environment. Sanders also traces the
history of this very colorful family and their relationships with the emperors, kings, and popes who shaped
modern Europe. Part history, part musicology, Sanders' analysis spans the fifteenth century through the
seventeenth century, filling informative gaps with details essential for students in courses on Renaissance or
Baroque music, or in more specialized courses on madrigal, opera, or liturgical music. Music at the Gonzaga
Court in Mantua is also important reading for knowledgeable musical amateurs and anyone with interest in
Italian history and arts.
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Editorial Review

Review
The author provides...many interesting stories of intrigue, deception, and humor in sixteenth-century Italian
musical life, and the acquisition for instruments, singers, and composers.  (Sixteenth Century Journal)

Sanders has combed the considerable literature on Mantua and sifted through archival records, weaving them
into a fascinating account of the city’s musical life during the glory years of the ‘long’ sixteenth century, all
in the context of political, ecclesiastical, and intellectual developments of the time. It is certain to find a place
alongside classic studies of the subject. (Linda P. Cummins, Coordinator of Musicology, University of
Alabama)

Mantua has long been known as one of the great intellectual and artistic centers of the Italian Renaissance.
Now Donald Sanders places musical composition and performance in this context, in a thoroughly
researched and engagingly written account centering on the period from the 1490 marriage of Francesco II
and Isabella d’Este through the Counter-Reformation to the creation of opera at the time of Monteverdi. It is
at once a scholarly achievement and a good read. (Jan Herlinger, Louisiana State University)

About the Author
Donald C. Sanders is professor of music and Chairperson of Keyboard and Academic Studies in the School
of the Arts at Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lenore Ryan:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Music at the Gonzaga Court in Mantua. Try to make the book Music
at the Gonzaga Court in Mantua as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Willie Burroughs:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Music at the Gonzaga
Court in Mantua? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
various other opinion?



David Gaiter:

This book untitled Music at the Gonzaga Court in Mantua to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Pilar Porter:

Music at the Gonzaga Court in Mantua can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Music at the Gonzaga Court in
Mantua yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial contemplating.
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