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North America's Indian peoples have always viewed competitive sport as
something more than a pastime. The northeastern Indians' ball-and-stick game
that would become lacrosse served both symbolic and practical
functions?preparing young men for war, providing an arena for tribes to
strengthen alliances or settle disputes, and reinforcing religious beliefs and
cultural cohesion. Today a multimillion-dollar industry, lacrosse is played by
colleges and high schools, amateur clubs, and two professional leagues.

In Lacrosse: A History of the Game, Donald M. Fisher traces the evolution of the
sport from the pre-colonial era to the founding in 2001 of a professional outdoor
league?Major League Lacrosse?told through the stories of the people behind each
step in lacrosse's development: Canadian dentist George Beers, the father of the
modern game; Rosabelle Sinclair, who played a large role in the 1950s
reinforcing the feminine qualities of the women's game; "Father Bill"
Schmeisser, the Johns Hopkins University coach who worked tirelessly to
popularize lacrosse in Baltimore; Syracuse coach Laurie Cox, who was to
lacrosse what Yale's Walter Camp was to football; 1960s Indian star Gaylord
Powless, who endured racist taunts both on and off the field; Oren Lyons and
Wes Patterson, who founded the inter-reservation Iroquois Nationals in 1983;
and Gary and Paul Gait, the Canadian twins who were All-Americans at
Syracuse University and have dominated the sport for the past decade.

Throughout, Fisher focuses on lacrosse as contested ground. Competing cultural
interests, he explains, have clashed since English settlers in mid-nineteenth-
century Canada first appropriated and transformed the "primitive" Mohawk game
of tewaarathon, eventually turning it into a respectable "gentleman's" sport.
Drawing on extensive primary research, he shows how amateurs and
professionals, elite collegians and working-class athletes, field- and box-lacrosse
players, Canadians and Americans, men and women, and Indians and whites
have assigned multiple and often conflicting meanings to North America's
first?and fastest growing?team sport.
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North America's Indian peoples have always viewed competitive sport as something more than a pastime.
The northeastern Indians' ball-and-stick game that would become lacrosse served both symbolic and
practical functions?preparing young men for war, providing an arena for tribes to strengthen alliances or
settle disputes, and reinforcing religious beliefs and cultural cohesion. Today a multimillion-dollar industry,
lacrosse is played by colleges and high schools, amateur clubs, and two professional leagues.

In Lacrosse: A History of the Game, Donald M. Fisher traces the evolution of the sport from the pre-colonial
era to the founding in 2001 of a professional outdoor league?Major League Lacrosse?told through the stories
of the people behind each step in lacrosse's development: Canadian dentist George Beers, the father of the
modern game; Rosabelle Sinclair, who played a large role in the 1950s reinforcing the feminine qualities of
the women's game; "Father Bill" Schmeisser, the Johns Hopkins University coach who worked tirelessly to
popularize lacrosse in Baltimore; Syracuse coach Laurie Cox, who was to lacrosse what Yale's Walter Camp
was to football; 1960s Indian star Gaylord Powless, who endured racist taunts both on and off the field; Oren
Lyons and Wes Patterson, who founded the inter-reservation Iroquois Nationals in 1983; and Gary and Paul
Gait, the Canadian twins who were All-Americans at Syracuse University and have dominated the sport for
the past decade.

Throughout, Fisher focuses on lacrosse as contested ground. Competing cultural interests, he explains, have
clashed since English settlers in mid-nineteenth-century Canada first appropriated and transformed the
"primitive" Mohawk game of tewaarathon, eventually turning it into a respectable "gentleman's" sport.
Drawing on extensive primary research, he shows how amateurs and professionals, elite collegians and
working-class athletes, field- and box-lacrosse players, Canadians and Americans, men and women, and
Indians and whites have assigned multiple and often conflicting meanings to North America's first?and
fastest growing?team sport.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katy Pinkham:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Lacrosse: A History of the Game as your daily resource information.

Solomon Steward:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Lacrosse: A History of the Game,
you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

John Tovar:

Lacrosse: A History of the Game can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Lacrosse: A History of the Game
although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial pondering.

Debra Unger:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be learn. Lacrosse: A History of the Game can be your answer because it can be read by anyone
who have those short spare time problems.
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