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Among surviving Greek tragedies only Euripides' Trojan Women shows us the
extinction of a whole city, an entire people. Despite its grim theme, or more
likely because of the centrality of that theme to the deepest fears of our own age,
this is one of the relatively few Greek tragedies that regularly finds its way to the
stage. Here the power of Euripides' theatrical and moral imagination speaks
clearly across the twenty-five centuries that separate our world from his. The
theme is really a double one: the suffering of the victims of war, exemplified by
the woman who survive the fall of Troy, and the degradation of the victors,
shown by the Greeks' reckless and ultimately self-destructive behavior. It offers
an enduring picture of human fortitude in the midst of despair. Trojan Women
gains special relevance, of course, in times of war. It presents a particularly
intense account of human suffering and uncertainty, but one that is also rooted in
considerations of power and policy, morality and expedience. Furthermore, the
seductions of power and the dangers both of its exercise and of resistance to it as
portrayed in Trojan Women are not simply philosophical or rhetorical gambits
but part of the lived experience of Euripides' day. And their analogues in our own
day lie all too close at hand.

This new powerful translation of Trojan Women includes an illuminating
introduction, explanatory notes, a glossary, and suggestions for further reading.
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Among surviving Greek tragedies only Euripides' Trojan Women shows us the extinction of a whole city, an
entire people. Despite its grim theme, or more likely because of the centrality of that theme to the deepest
fears of our own age, this is one of the relatively few Greek tragedies that regularly finds its way to the stage.
Here the power of Euripides' theatrical and moral imagination speaks clearly across the twenty-five centuries
that separate our world from his. The theme is really a double one: the suffering of the victims of war,
exemplified by the woman who survive the fall of Troy, and the degradation of the victors, shown by the
Greeks' reckless and ultimately self-destructive behavior. It offers an enduring picture of human fortitude in
the midst of despair. Trojan Women gains special relevance, of course, in times of war. It presents a
particularly intense account of human suffering and uncertainty, but one that is also rooted in considerations
of power and policy, morality and expedience. Furthermore, the seductions of power and the dangers both of
its exercise and of resistance to it as portrayed in Trojan Women are not simply philosophical or rhetorical
gambits but part of the lived experience of Euripides' day. And their analogues in our own day lie all too
close at hand.

This new powerful translation of Trojan Women includes an illuminating introduction, explanatory notes, a
glossary, and suggestions for further reading.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This elegant, self-assured translation brings the Greek Tragedy in New Translations series to a triumphant
conclusion. The dialogue reads fluently and naturally, and the choral odes have a graceful lilt. The
introduction not only provides historical context but also makes a persuasive case for the play's relevance to
our own time. "--Justina Gregory, Smith College

"The publication is an important contribution to the field. Shapiro's poetic translation works not just as a
rendering of Greek, but as a good, at times gripping, English-language script. Despite working from a
translation, Shapiro's version is notable for its closeness to the Greek in many points, and Burian's notes
further tie the English to the original text. On occasion, Shapiro's closeness to the original extends as far as
replicating wordplays while maintaining rhythm, an important and noteworthy achievement.Shapiro's
success in expressing the Greek metaphor is evidence of his skill as a poet. The best aspect of Burian's notes
is the careful elucidation of ancient Greek throughout." --Bryn Mawr Classical Review

About the Author

Peter Burian is Professor of Classical & Comparative Literatures and Theater Studies, Duke University.

Alan Shapiro is Professor of English and Creative Writing, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. A
winner of the prestigious Lila Wallace Reader's Digest award for 1992-95, he is the author of several poetry
collections, including Tantalus in Love, Song and Dance, and The Dead Alive and Busy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Raymond Hernandez:

The guide with title Trojan Women (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) posesses a lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-
how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Jennifer Bell:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from



that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Trojan Women (Greek Tragedy in New
Translations), you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Jose Jones:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Trojan Women (Greek
Tragedy in New Translations) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Naomi Taylor:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Trojan Women (Greek Tragedy in New
Translations) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Trojan Women (Greek
Tragedy in New Translations) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and
try to like reading which.
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